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Haiti Earthquake Special Report  
2-26-10 

(The articles, reports and additional information contained in this edition were collected 
from 2-19 to 2-26) 

 
ñWanna change the world?  The way to do it is though one random act of 

kindness at a time!ò 
Evan Almighty (The Movie) 
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Recovery and Rebuilding News Stories 
 
USAID and SOUTHCOM Team Up for Haitiôs Long Term Reconstruction 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/haiti_reconstruction 
 
To help Haitiôs children heal, build back education better than before 
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/haiti_52590.html 
 
Haiti students fear future buried in rubble 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/02/17/haiti.students/index.html?hpt=Sbin 
 
UMôs Global Institute/Project Medishare Receives $500,000 Grant from the Clinton Bush 
Haiti Fund  
http://www.med.miami.edu/news/view.asp?id=1260 

 
Haitiôs Agriculture Focus: Enhance Food Security, Generate Income, Create Jobs 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/haiti_agriculture 
 
New Funds Sought for Health and Recovery Efforts in Haiti  
http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2481&Itemid=192
6 
 
Haiti receives first commercial flight since quake 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ADGO-82TRC8?OpenDocument 

 
Chief Technologist of the FCC on Telecommunications in Haiti 
http://haitirewired.wired.com/profiles/blogs/chief-technologist-of-the-fcc 
 
Air Guard scaling back Haiti relief efforts 
http://www.southcom.mil/appssc/news.php?storyId=2195 
 
WHO says medical aid needed in Haiti for 'at least six months' 
http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-21543--2-2--.html 
 
Haiti shelter emergency as rain turns camps to mud 
http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-21586--2-2--.html 
 
Haiti president pleads for shelter for quake's homeless 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MYAI-
82V44Y?OpenDocument&rc=2&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI 

 
Elderly lack food, medicine and dignity in post-quake Haiti  
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/55076/2010/01/22-111705-1.htm 
 
Commission starts preparing plans for Haiti's rebirth 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/21/AR2010022102474.html?hpid=artslot 
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Opposition leaders say they want to work with government in rebuilding Haiti 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/22/AR2010022204514.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Where Things Stand: U.S. Charity Donations to Haiti 
http://abcnews.go.com/WN/HaitiEarthquake/haiti-us-charity-donations-haiti-earthquake-
victims-spent/story?id=9786221&page=3 
 
Haiti Singer Plans Life After Earthquake  
http://crs-blog.org/haiti-singer-plans-life-after-earthquake/ 
 
NGO networks in Haiti cause problems for local ISPs 
http://www.goodgearguide.com.au/article/337060 
 
Disasters fuel migration, diaspora fuels economy 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12824&a=email 
 
Economic cost of quake could hit $14 billion 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12760&a=email 
 
Haiti reconstruction official owns share of concrete company 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2010-02-23-delatour_N.htm 
 
UNICEF Seeks to Keep Kids Out of Haiti Orphanages 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1964884,00.html 
 
Haiti: 'Earthquake tragedy can be turned into opportunity to invest in better future' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12785&a=email 
 
Three in a Million - Voices from the Haitian Camps 
http://www.commondreams.org/view/2010/02/19 
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Other News Stories 
 
Haiti flight logs detail early chaos 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021803047.html 
 
JFCC-Space continues to support Haiti mission 
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123190837 
 
Scientists scour Haiti for clues to past and potential earthquakes 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021805120.html?hpid=sec-world 
 
Civil affairs team helps strengthen U.N., Government of Haiti, NGO network in St. Marc 
http://news.soc.mil/releases/News%20Archive/2010/Feb/100218-02.html 
 
US Northern Command helps get kitchen to Haiti 
http://www.denverpost.com/colorado/ci_14428072#ixzz0gDDSlYtt 
 
Haiti death toll could reach 300,000: Preval 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE61L01P20100222 
 
Activists surprised at few Haitians who have applied for protected status 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/os-haitians-tps-florida-
20100222,0,4733651.story 
 
Florida facilities shoulder heavy load from Haiti 
http://www.usatoday.com/NEWS/usaedition/2010-02-23-
haitiflorida23_ST_U.htm?csp=34 
 
Coast Guard, Navy ï one team; one strategy 
http://www.dcmilitary.com/stories/021810/jbab_28293.shtml 
 
U.S. Special Operations service members help set up road for success in Port-de-Paix 
http://news.soc.mil/releases/News%20Archive/2010/Feb/100223-01.html 
 
Haiti adoption fights mirror desperation 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/23/AR2010022301285.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
HelpAge to oversee running of municipal nursing home 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/RMOI-
82Y3M7?OpenDocument&rc=2&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI 
 
2 U.S. missionaries held in Haiti to be freed 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35548148/ns/world_news-americas/ 
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USAID Donates Medical Station to St. Damien Hospital of Port-au-Prince 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2010/pr100224.html 
 
Body of Lake Brantley grad found in Haiti rubble 
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2010-02-15/news/os-haiti-earthquake-lake-brantley-
grad-fo20100215_1_civil-engineer-barry-beck-rubble 
 
A Prophetess Offers Hope for Quake-Ravaged Haitians 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1967301,00.html 
 
Haiti quake is beginning to be felt miles away 
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/feb/23/world/la-fg-haiti-rural24-2010feb24 
 
US: Scripps CEO witnesses devastation in Haiti while gaining valuable disaster training 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12742&a=email 
 
Remains of Winter Park engineer missing in Haiti earthquake recovered 
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2010-02-17/news/os-lee-strickland-haiti-earthquake-
remain20100217_1_lee-strickland-earthquake-recovered 
 
From slavery to Sarkozy in Haiti 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/OPINION/02/23/joseph.haiti.sarkozy/index.html?hpt=C2 

 

 

For Madison nurse, a life-changing 17 days in Haiti 
Disaster response nurse experiences the best and worst of times 
Published: Feb 17th, 2:13 PM 
 
MADISON - Donna Barry of Crestview Avenue, a nurse practitioner, the director of the 
University Health Center at Montclair State University, and a member of the New Jersey 
1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team (NJ1DMAT), got the call to deploy about four hours 
after the catastrophic earthquake struck Haiti on Tuesday, Jan. 12. 
 
The call surprised Barry, since the NJ1DMAT was created to respond to domestic 
disasters, not international incidents. She soon discovered, though, that the magnitude 
of the devastation in Haiti , and the scope of the need for medical care, warranted the 
deployments of DMAT teams across the country ñdue to their high level of skill, training, 
and ability to live within an austere environment,ò Barry said. 
 
DMATs operate within the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS), created in 1983 to 
address the need for a coordinated response of the nationôs health care system to a 
disaster that overwhelmed an areaôs healthcare infrastructure. There are about 50 teams 
in the U.S. comprised of physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, registered 
nurses, medics, mental health professionals, pharmacists, communications specialists 
and logistics experts. 
 
óFrenziedô Departure 
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Barryôs 35-member team rendezvoused at Newark Liberty International Airport at 
midnight the next night. 
 
ñPacking, tying up loose ends at work, and saying goodbye to our families was frenzied, 
to say the least,ò Barry recalled. 
 
She added, however, ñI never questioned whether I should go, or if I would be able to 
handle the physical and emotional demands that lay ahead for all of us. 
 
ñIt just didnôt cross my mind. As a team, we all knew that the experience would be 
difficult even for the most seasoned responder. We would support and protect one 
another for the next two weeks - and afterward as well. That just happens to be one of 
the things our team does so well.ò 
 
The NJ1DMAT arrived at the Port au Prince airport to bright sun, extreme heat, and a 
multitude of military and commercial flights bringing in people and supplies for aid. 
 
ñIt was there that the introduction to our future living conditions occurred, adding new 
meaning to the term óaustereô,ò Barry said. 
 
ñThe putrid smell of burning garbage, human remains and tires permeated the air, and 
would continue throughout our stay. Many of us donned facemasks and applied Vicks to 
the nose to camouflage the odor. 
 
ñIt was to no avail,ò Barry said, ñand some still developed an eventual cough fondly 
called the óHaiti Hack.ô Running water was nonexistent.ò 
  
At the airport, it would be about another six hours before transportation became 
available to bring the teams to the U.S. Embassy in Port au Prince. 
 
ñSo we settled in to relax on our gear, hydrate with bottled water and eat the first of what 
would be our only form of food during our mission - military ómeals-ready-to-eat, or 
MREs,ò Barry said. 
 
ñOur rides arrived after dark - huge white dump trucks escorted by a contingent of U.S. 
soldiers armed with M-16 rifles. The gear got loaded into the backs of the trucks, and 
each of us scaled the side of the trucks to climb inside.ò 
Bracing For Death Toll 
 
The caravan of trucks and soldiers proceeded to the embassy, but not before military 
officials prepared the NJ1DMAT members for the sights they would see along the way. 
 
ñThere were reports of bodies along the road, and the smells were intense,ò Barry 
related. Ironically, she noted, the earthquake damage itself would be difficult to see, 
because most of Haiti was without power. 
 
ñThat was the moment when I recognized the importance of ófiltering outô those sights 
that would be too difficult to handle emotionally,ò Barry said. 
 




