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Emergency Managerôs Weekly Report  
4-30-10 

(The articles, reports and additional information contained in this edition were collected 
from 4-23 to 4-30) 

 

ñOur way of living together in America is a strong but delicate fabric.  It is 
made up of many threads it has been woven over many centuries by the 

patience and sacrifice of countless liberty-loving men and women.ò 
Wendell Lewis Willkie 
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Contributions 
 
The following individuals or groups contribute to the Emergency Manager’s Weekly 
Report. 
 
Editor 

¶ Steve Detwiler 
 
Regular Contributors 

¶ International Association of 
Emergency Managers 

¶ National Emergency 
Management Association 

¶ Florida Emergency 
Preparedness Association 

¶ Emergency Management 
Institute, Higher Education 
Program 

¶ Montgomery County, PA 
Department of Public Safety 

¶ Natural Hazards Center 

¶ U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security 

¶ Interagency Coordinating 
Council on Emergency 
Preparedness and Individuals 
with Disabilities 

¶ National Organization on 
Disabilities, Emergency 
Preparedness Initiative 

¶ EAD & Associates, LLC 

¶ Emergency Information 
Infrastructure Project 

¶ ProtectingAmerica.org 

¶ U.S. Access Board 

¶ Florida Division of Emergency 
Management 

¶ National Congress for Secure 
Communities 

¶ Fire Chief’s Command Post 

¶ American City and County 

¶ APCO International 

¶ The Institute of the North 

¶ National Hydrologic Warning 
Council 

¶ Mahila Partnership 

¶ Dave Freeman 

¶ Gregory Banner 

¶ Arthur Rabjohn 

¶ Martha Braddock 

¶ Bill Firestone 

¶ Ed Kostiuk 

¶ Kenny Shaw 

¶ Robin Storm 

¶ Hal Newman 

¶ Dave Bujak 

¶ Brendan McCluskey 

¶ Dean Larson 

¶ Chris Floyd 

¶ Michael Gregory 

¶ Russell Manning 

¶ CNN 

¶ MSNBC 

¶ Associated Press 

¶ Reuters 

¶ USAToday 

¶ Time 

¶ Drudge Report 

¶ Central Florida News 13 

¶ Orlando Sentinel 

¶ LA Times 

¶ Government Executive 

¶ BBC 

¶ Homeland 1 

¶ Federal Computer Weekly 

¶ Firehouse Magazine 

¶ United National  

¶ Emergency Management 
Magazine 

¶ Sign on San Diego 

¶ Homeland Security Today 

¶ ReliefWeb 

¶ Big Medicine 
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Haiti and Chile Earthquake 
 
Earthquake and Tsunami in Chile: The Militarization of Natural Disasters 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/VDUX-
84QSSN?OpenDocument&rc=2&cc=chl 
 
Returning Trees, Jobs to Haiti's Eroded Hills 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/americas/Returning-Trees-Livelihoods-to-Haitis-
Eroded-Hills-91811839.html 
 
Chief Downey Talks to FDNY High School Students about Haiti 
http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/events/2010/042310b.shtml 
 
Back to basics: The quest for food security in Haiti 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MYAI-
84T8PS?OpenDocument&rc=2&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI 
 
Governor Jindal & Maj. Gen. Landreneau Announce Louisiana National Guard to 
Support Haiti Effort 
http://www.gov.state.la.us/index.cfm?md=newsroom&tmp=detail&articleID=2109 
 
Haiti tosses kidnapping charges against Americans 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100426/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/cb_haiti_americans_detaine
d 
 
An Entrepreneur Manufactures a Haitian Recovery 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1983898,00.html?hpt=T2 
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Iceland Volcano 
 
Volcano Post-Mortem Triggers Clash 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/04/21/tech/main6418240.shtml?tag=cbsnewsLea
dStoriesAreaMain;cbsnewsLeadStoriesHeadlines 
 
Volcanic ash poses little health threat so far: WHO 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20100420/sc_nm/us_europe_air_health 
 
Ash cloud's silver lining: bluer skies 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100421/ap_on_sc/eu_volcano_blue_skies 
 
Volcanic ash chaos 'a lesson for Europe'  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8632034.stm 
 
Who Determines When Airways Are Safe From Ash? 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=126200754 
 
Eyjafjallajokull's Global Fallout 
http://www.physorg.com/news191232367.html 
 
Iceland's Eyjafjallajökull volcano is nothing to 'Angry Sister' Katla 
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0418/Iceland-s-Eyjafjallajoekull-volcano-is-
nothing-to-Angry-Sister-Katla 
 
The Days the Earth Stood Still 
http://www.newsweek.com/id/236894 
 
Airlines: passengers should give seats to stranded 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100424/ap_on_bi_ge/eu_iceland_volcano_255 
 
The Icelandic Plume  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/19/opinion/19mon3.html?th&emc=th 
 
Eyjafjallajökull volcano: A cloud on the horizon 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13646&a=email 
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U.S. News Reports 
 
Emergency Management 
 
Alert Notification and the Matrix Abyss 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/Alert-Notification-Matrix-Abyss.html 
 
Social media, situational awareness & fishing for cod 
http://www.igloosoftware.com/blogs/expertcorner/socialmediasituationalawarenessfishin
gforcod 
 
Gov: Imperial County quake damage around $91M (California) 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/04/19/state/n175229D56.DTL&type=science 
 
FEMA's READY Campaign Receives 2010 Bessie Award For Online Classroom 
Resource 
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=51007 
 
FEMA Deputy Administrator Manning Addresses Center For National Policy On 
Strengthening The Nation's Resiliency  
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=51051 
 
FEMA Private Sector Broadens Reach Of Disaster Information  
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=51039 
 
LACK OF OVERSIGHT IN POST-KATRINA, RITA RECOVERY 
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/13018/149/ 
 
Drill tests Oakland neighborhoods' quake preparedness (California) 
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14952821?source=rss 
 
For emergencies, get the basics covered 
http://www.kansascity.com/2010/04/23/1898905/for-emergencies-get-the-basics.html 
 
GEMA’s Ready Georgia Campaign Makes Impact on Preparedness 
http://www.wtvm.com/global/story.asp?s=12354962 
 
MEMA completes build-out of ALERT FM (Mississippi) 
http://msbusiness.com/blog/2010/04/mema-completes-build-out-of-alert-fm/ 
 
FEMA awards IT services contract 
http://www.ciol.com/Enterprise/Enterprise/News-Reports/FEMA-awards-IT-services-
contract/135214/0/ 
 
Text alerts for Sunoco (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.southphillyreview.com/news/Newsbriefs-04-22-2010-91762234.html 
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http://www.ciol.com/Enterprise/Enterprise/News-Reports/FEMA-awards-IT-services-contract/135214/0/
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New EOC opens in Southport (Florida) 
http://www.newsherald.com/news/southport-83263-eoc-new.html 
 
Obama Denies Individual Aid for Storm Relief (Connecticut) 
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local-beat/Obama-Denies-Individual-Aid-After-
Storms-92211719.html 
 
 
 
 
 

IG blasts FEMA for conflict of interests in IT contract in flood insurance program 
April 26, 2010  
By Katherine McIntire Peters  
  
Federal Emergency Management Agency officials in charge of transitioning an 
information technology services contract at the National Flood Insurance Program from 
one contractor to another chose a former employee of the new contractor to oversee the 
new company's performance, according to an inspector general's report released on 
Friday.  
 
The officials also hired 14 former employees of the legacy contractor to work in FEMA's 
Mitigation Directorate, which manages the flood insurance program.  
 
"The misplaced allegiances of key directorate employees hampered the performance of 
both contractors," wrote Homeland Security Inspector General Richard Skinner in a 
report. The report was written at the request of FEMA leaders.  
Among the problems Skinner found were:  
 

¶ The Mitigation Directorate attempted to develop an IT system without involving 
the chief information officer, resulting in a system that didn't meet FEMA's 
security or technical requirements, failures that ultimately wasted $7.5 million.  

¶ Directorate officials failed to coordinate activities with the acquisition 
management division, leading the agency to pay for an unproven system.  

¶ The current acting assistant administrator for the Mitigation Directorate admitted 
knowing little about IT, the status of the technology transition or FEMA's security 
requirements. Instead of turning to the chief information officer or acquisition 
management division, he relied on subordinates.  

¶ Directorate officials gave orders to contractors without involving contracting 
personnel, undermining the contracting officers' ability to enforce the terms of 
written agreements between contractors and FEMA.  

 
The National Flood Insurance Program, established by Congress in 1968, aims to 
reduce flood risk through management of flood plains, improve hazard data and risk 
assessment, and make affordable flood insurance widely available in communities that 
take steps to mitigate risk.  
 
In 2002, FEMA developed a blueprint for modernizing the program's future operations 
through a new IT system called NextGen. Optimal Solutions and Technologies won the 
contract in 2003 to develop the system, a government-owned network that FEMA, 

http://www.newsherald.com/news/southport-83263-eoc-new.html
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local-beat/Obama-Denies-Individual-Aid-After-Storms-92211719.html
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insurance companies and federal contractors would use. NextGen was to replace the 
legacy system operated by Computer Sciences Corp., which was scheduled to be retired 
in October 2008.  
 
In 2006, the NFIP program office hired an employee from Optimal Solutions and 
Technologies who had worked for years on the development of NextGen. The employee 
was an IT adviser to the panel selecting the contractor to provide program management 
and insurance services -- a contract ultimately awarded to Optimal Solutions and 
Technologies. One year after FEMA hired the former employee, the worker was 
appointed the representative overseeing the new contract with his former company.  
"The line between the [technical representative's] allegiance to FEMA and [Optimal 
Solutions and Technologies] became blurred and may have delayed the program office's 
realization that NextGen was unable to become the [system of record] as scheduled," 
the IG found.  
 
For example, the employee misrepresented the results of an independent IT analysis of 
NextGen in March 2008, portraying the findings more favorably than actually reported. In 
spring 2009, the employee said the analysis indicated the NextGen transition was on 
track, when in fact it was not -- documentation was incomplete, the system was not fully 
tested, and it lacked required approval from FEMA's IT security office. The employee did 
not notify superiors of missed milestones until July 2009, nine months after the legacy 
system was to be retired.  
 
The former employee of Optimal Solutions and Technologies wasn't the only problem 
the IG found. Fourteen former CSC employees worked at different levels of 
management in the program office. FEMA employees interviewed by the inspector 
general's office reported biased conduct toward their old company.  
 
"Without exception, interviewees voiced concern that the program office had split into 
two camps, those favoring CSC and those favoring [Optimal Solutions and 
Technologies]," the inspector general wrote.  
 
The divided allegiance likely impeded the transition and cost taxpayers millions of 
dollars. Because NextGen didn't become the system of record as scheduled, FEMA had 
to pay CSC more than $7.2 million to keep the old system operating for another year. 
FEMA also paid IBM, a third contractor, $388,000 to analyze NextGen's readiness. In 
November 2009, FEMA terminated the contract with Optimal Solutions and 
Technologies for convenience.  
 
The IG made four recommendations to improve FEMA's oversight of the IT systems. 
FEMA agreed in part with one and in principle with the other three.  
 
"Overall, the draft report competently relays the facts and identifies the deficiencies in 
the management of the National Flood Insurance Program information technology 
transition from an existing legacy system to a new NextGen system," said David 
Kaufman, director of the office of policy and program analysis, in a memo responding to 
the report.  
 
CORRECTION: An earlier version of this story transposed the adjectives "new" and 
"legacy" modifying "contractor" in the first two paragraphs.  
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security 
 
DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano winning over heavyweights with her persona 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/21/AR2010042104696.html?hpid=artslot 
 
Inland Empire hate groups come into focus (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/crime/la-me-0422-hemet-hate-
20100422,0,6860438.story 
 
Plans to allow women and gays, ban smoking shake world of Navy submarines 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/21/AR2010042105397.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Black man suspected in death of Miss. white supremacist (Mississippi) 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2010-04-22-white-supremacist-richard-
barrett_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
 
BIO, OTHER WMDS STILL BIG THREAT LAWMAKERS TOLD 
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/13007/128/ 
 
Should intel databases cross international borders? 
http://www.homeland1.com/information-management/articles/810752-Should-intel-
databases-cross-international-borders/ 
 
Small terror groups are homeland challenge of future 
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/810749-Small-
terror-groups-are-homeland-challenge-of-future/ 
 
Police close in on suspects in booby traps targeting gang task force (California) 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/04/22/hemet.task.force.attacks/index.html?hpt=T2 
 
Admiral Allen briefs President Obama on Deepwater Horizon operations 
http://coastguard.dodlive.mil/index.php/2010/04/admiral-allen-briefs-president-obama-
on-deepwater-horizon-operations/ 
 
A Marine General at War 
http://www.slate.com/id/2251031/ 
 
Guard air defense units protect nation's capital 
http://www.army.mil/-news/2010/04/22/37742-guard-air-defense-units-protect-nations-
capital/ 
 
Building a culture of respect – Cadets Against Sexual Assault 
http://coastguard.dodlive.mil/index.php/2010/04/building-a-culture-of-respect-cadets-
against-sexual-assault/ 
 
Arizona governor signs immigration bill 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/04/23/obama.immigration/index.html?hpt=T2 
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SPLC Warns of Antigovernment Climate at Oklahoma City Bombing Panel 
http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/news/splc-warns-of-antigovernment-climate-at-
oklahoma-city-bombing-panel 
 
Pentagon Tightens Ban on Supremacist Activity After Years of Denying Problem 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2010/04/13/pentagon-tightens-ban-on-supremacist-
activity-after-years-of-denying-problem/ 
 
Government Says Al Qaeda Ordered N.Y. Plot 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/nyregion/24zarien.html 
 
Friends suggest armed man no threat to Obama in NC 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100426/ap_on_re_us/us_obama_nc_airport_arrest 
 
Survey: DHS employees enjoy work but view management warily 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=45104&sid=60 
 
Vice Admiral Papp confirmed as 24th Commandant of the Coast Guard 
http://coastguard.dodlive.mil/index.php/2010/04/vice-admiral-papp-confirmed-as-24th-
commandant-of-the-coast-guard/ 
 
CIA rolls out plan to beef up spy techniques 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100426/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/us_building_better_spies 
 
Officials: Suspect in diverted flight used to be in Air Force 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/TRAVEL/04/27/disruptive.passenger/index.html?hpt=T2 
 
We Have Met the Enemy and He Is PowerPoint 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/27/world/27powerpoint.html?no_interstitial 
 
U. of Wyoming cites threats in barring Ayers 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36770193/ns/us_news/ 
 
Governor Paterson Announces Homeland Security Appointment (New York) 
http://www.ny.gov/governor/press/041610HomelandSecurity.html 
 
9 Mich. militia members charged with plotting against US seek release 
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/812197-9-Mich-
militia-members-charged-with-plotting-against-US-seek-release/ 
 
Anti-terror tool aims to allow rapid triage after radioactive attack 
http://www.homeland1.com/chemical-nuclear-detection/articles/812204-Anti-terror-tool-
aims-to-allow-rapid-triage-after-radioactive-attack/ 
 
Legal battle may form over Fort Hood shooting rampage documents 
http://www.homeland1.com/homeland-security-news/812196-legal-battle-may-form-over-
fort-hood-shooting-rampage-documents/ 
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Border Watch Group to Form ‘Private Military Company’ 
http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2010/04/23/border-watch-group-to-form-private-military-
company/ 
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Campus Safety and Security 
 
BU well prepared for fire, BFD spokesman says (Massachusetts) 
http://www.dailyfreepress.com/bu-well-prepared-for-fire-bfd-spokesman-says-1.2242236 
 
Va. Tech launches threat assessment website for campus safety issues 
http://www.newsleader.com/article/20100426/NEWS01/100426002/1002/news01/Va.+T
ech+launches+threat+assessment+website+for+campus+safety+issues 
 
Severe storm creates flurry and confusion on campus (Missouri) 
http://www.studlife.com/news/2010/04/26/severe-storm-creates-flurry-and-confusion-on-
campus/ 
 
Emergencies in the classroom: How will you respond? (North Carolina) 
http://media.www.guilfordian.com/media/storage/paper281/news/2010/04/23/News/Emer
gencies.In.The.Classroom.How.Will.You.Respond-3911267.shtml 
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Special Needs 
 
Justice Department Signs Agreement with the Unified Government of Wyandotte County 
and Kansas City, Kansas, to Ensure Civic Access for People with Disabilities 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/usnw/20100408/pl_usnw/DC83343_1 
 
Running down a dream: Leg amputee makes U.S. track team 
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/olympics/summer/track/2010-04-25-amputee-
runner_N.htm?se=yahoorefer 
 
New Program Could Help Seniors Stay In Their Homes (Ohio) 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=126048236&ft=1&f=1001 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
USING LASERS TO STEAM-CLEAN BUILDINGS AFTER A RADIOACTIVE OR 
CHEMICAL ATTACK  
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2010-04/using-lasers-blast-apart-chemical-agents-
and-steam-clean-radioactive-residue 
 
Louisiana Well Blowout Forces Hundreds From Homes 
http://www.propublica.org/feature/louisiana-well-blowout-forces-hundreds-from-homes 
 
Coast Guard now says just 1 blast on oil rig 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100423/ap_on_bi_ge/us_louisiana_oil_rig_explosion_105 
 

Gulf of Mexico oil spill a threat to Florida 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-oil-spill-florida-threat-
20100427,0,1452152.story 
 
Saviors as tornado hit: A table, a wall, a freezer (Mississippi) 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100425/ap_on_re_us/us_severe_weather 
 
Brush Clearance First Step in L.A. County's "Ready! Set! Go!" Wildfire Action Plan 
http://fdnntv.com/LA-County-Fire-Department-Brush-Clearance 
 
USGS awards $2.7 million funding to improve detection of changes in Earth’s crust 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13649&a=email 
 
On H1N1 anniversary, a mother lives daily with regret 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/HEALTH/04/26/h1n1.one.year.anniversary/index.html?hpt=C2 
 
Constant flooding forces out Pacific Northwest tribe 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/04/21/hoh.reservation.flooding/index.html?hpt=C1 
 
Map highlights new California earthquake faults 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/04/map-highlights-new-california-
earthquake-faults.html 
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Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News  
 
3-D Technology Helps Emergency Responders Observe Origins of 911 Calls 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/safety/3-D-Technology-Origins-911-Calls.html 
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Other 
 
STYLISH FRAUNHOFER LAB-IN-A-WRISTWATCH WARNS OF IMPENDING 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES BEFORE THEY STRIKE 
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2010-04/biofeedback-watch-can-warn-you-
impending-medical-emergency-it-occurs 
 
1 in 3 San Francisco employees earned $100,000 (California) 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/04/26/MNC51CLUBN.DTL&tsp=1&nopu=1#ixzz0mGvZ61p8 
 
FDNY Joins DOB and OEM for Construction Safety Week Kick Off 
http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/events/2010/042610a.shtml 
 
An HHS intern makes a difference  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/26/AR2010042602202.html?wprss=rss_politics/fedpage 
 
Bush memoir to come out in November, highlighting new details of 9/11 attack 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ynews/20100426/ts_ynews/ynews_ts1777 
 
Ocean City gathers chopped budgets (Maryland) 
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20100427/NEWS01/4270383/1002/rss 
 
In Lean Times, Police Cuts Spark Debate Over Safety  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704508904575192351090107196.html?
mod=WSJ_hpp_MIDDLENexttoWhatsNewsForth 
 
Dozens ignore dying man credited with stopping an NYC mugging 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/04/dozens-ignore-dying-
man-credited-with-stopping-an-nyc-mugging/1 
 
Pa. volunteer rescue squad loses duties to fire department, sues officials 
http://www.homeland1.com/volunteer/articles/812193-Pa-volunteer-rescue-squad-loses-
duties-to-fire-department-sues-officials/ 
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 International News Stories 
 
Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Can we keep tabs on stockpiles of nuclear fuel? 
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20627574.300-can-we-keep-tabs-on-stockpiles-
of-nuclear-fuel.html 
 
NATO ministers want disarmament, within limits 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/22/AR2010042201714.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
UN refugee agency dismayed by impunity for endemic rape in DR Congo 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34458&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo 
 
UN humanitarian chief to visit Senegal, Niger and DR Congo 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34427&Cr=west%20africa&Cr1= 
 
Chad and UN officials agree on major downsizing in peacekeeping force 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34466&Cr=chad&Cr1= 
 
Hotel attacked in Mumbai siege reopens 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/04/24/india.oberoi.hotel/index.html?hpt=T2 
 
Iranian technocrats, disillusioned with government, offer wealth of intelligence to U.S. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/24/AR2010042402710.html?hpid=topnews 
 
China says quake relief will shift to rebuilding 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/24/AR2010042400724.html?hpid=sec-religion 
 
Greek police raid terrorist hideout  
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5484001,00.html?maca=en-rss-en-all-1573-rdf 
 
DR Congo: UN envoy promises increased civilian protection in troubled city 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34451&Cr=&Cr1= 
 
Firefighters From United States, Canada and Afghanistan Train Together 
http://fdnntv.com/Brotherhood-of-the-Badge-Fire-Department-Training 
 
Kenya: A Mother Helping Other Mothers 
http://www.theirc.org/news/kenya-a-mother-helping-other-mothers-
7441/?ms=fb_zzzz_zzz_zzzz_rf_10zzzz 
 
UN welcomes resumption of returns of displaced Sri Lankans 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34493&Cr=sri%20lanka&Cr1= 
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As Patrols Increase, Somali Pirates Widen Their Reach 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1984473,00.html#ixzz0mS4IQ8WE 
 
Qinghai pavillion at Shanghai Expo to inform on after-quake reconstruction (China) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13666&a=email 
 
Economist: 'Disasters are about people and planning, not nature’s pomp' 
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=15951696 
 
Solomon Islands: Gella leads the way in disaster risk reduction 
http://www.solomonstarnews.com/news/national/4956-gella-leads-the-way-in-disaster-
risk-reduction 
 
Pacific: Community involvement essential to limit impact of disasters 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13657&a=email 
 
Building community resilience for resilient cities - driving the local Implementation of the 
HFA (Brazil) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13703&a=email 
 
'Public still unprepared for natural hazards' – expert (China) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13711&a=email 
 
Disaster risk reduction to be mainstreamed into school curricula (Philippines) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13719&a=email 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
NASA Solar Observatory Shines Spotlight on Sun 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/04/21/tech/main6418967.shtml?tag=cbsnewsLea
dStoriesAreaMain;cbsnewsLeadStoriesHeadlines 
 
Five biggest volcano eruptions in recent history 
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0418/Five-biggest-volcano-eruptions-in-recent-
history 
 
Study links 1976 'swine flu' shot to stronger immune response to 21st century pandemic 
flu 
http://www.physorg.com/news191242225.html 
 
1 year after swine flu, Mexico unsure about value of response 
http://www.homeland1.com/Public-Health/articles/811094-1-year-after-swine-flu-Mexico-
unsure-about-value-of-response/ 
 
Scientists Study 'Glaciovolcanoes,' Mountains of Fire and Ice, in Iceland, British 
Columbia, U.S. 
http://www.physorg.com/news191233095.html 
 
Death and rebirth at a volcano in Congo 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36757719/ns/travel-news/ 
 
China debates whether human activity or nature is to blame for drought 
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-fg-china-drought-
20100426,0,2423807.story 
 
Risk reduction plans needed to minimize volcanic disruption 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13669&a=email 
 
Scientists study glaciovolcanoes in Iceland and British Columbia 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13706&a=email 
 
Japan's vulnerability to tsunami 
http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20100420i1.html 
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International Affairs 
 
US warns Syria over Scuds-to-Hezbollah claim  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8636422.stm 
 
UK needs new role in world politics, says survey  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8636424.stm 
 
Armenia suspends normalisation of ties with Turkey  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8636800.stm 
 
North Korea torpedoed South's navy ship: report 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/04/22/AR2010042200492.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Abbas calls on Obama to impose Mideast peace deal 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100424/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_israel_palestinians 
 
Behind the Rift, Signs of U.S.-Israel Agreement 
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1984044,00.html 
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Global Warming/Climate Change News Articles (U.S. and 
International) 

 
Copenhagen pledges set Earth for +3 C warming: study 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100421/sc_afp/unclimatewarming_20100421170948 
 
Earth Day: No Burning Rivers, New Threats 
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1983746,00.html 
 
Climate bill placed on hold over Senate dispute 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100425/ap_on_go_co/us_climate_bill_congress 
 
Developing nations want global climate accord by 2011 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100425/sc_afp/safricaclimateenvironment_20100425190
227 
 
Scientists call for research on climate link to geological hazards 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=13637&a=email 
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News 
 
New Biofuel Technique Could Have Huge Impact on Chemical Industry 
http://www.physorg.com/news191090752.html 
 
A Renewable Energy Debate Heats Up In The Mojave 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=126173547 
 
Indonesia hosts world's biggest geothermal energy forum 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8643326.stm 
 
‘This Is Brand New’ 
http://www.newsweek.com/id/236860 
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Reports 
 
Disaster Recovery: FEMA's Long-term Assistance Was Helpful to State and Local 
Governments but Had Some Limitations 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-404 
 
National Flood Insurance Program: Continued Actions Needed to Address Financial and 
Operational Issues 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-631T 
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Inspector General, Improvement Needed in 
FEMA's Management of the National Flood Insurance Program's Information 
Technology Transition  
http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_10-76_Mar10.pdf 
 
A Giant Leap and a Big Deal: Delivering on the Promise of Equal Access to Broadband 
for People with Disabilities 
http://download.broadband.gov/plan/fcc-omnibus-broadband-initiative-(obi)-working-
report-giant-leap-big-deal-delivering-promise-of-equal-access-to-broadband-for-people-
with-disabilities.pdf 
 
United Nation’s THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S ADVISORY GROUP ON ENERGY AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE (AGECC) SUMMARY REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/Documents/AGECC%20sum
mary%20report[1].pdf 
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Additional Information 
 
New York City Fire Department and Marines training in New York City subways Photo 
Gallery 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nycmarines 
 
The Responsibility to Protect Minorities and the Problem of the Kin-State 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/EGUA-84QMRU?OpenDocument 
 
Local Governments and Disaster Risk Reduction: Good Practices and Lessons Learned 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/EGUA-84QPGV?OpenDocument 
 
Shelter Cluster- Haiti Twitter Account 
http://twitter.com/shelterinhaiti/ 
 
FEMA, Native American Tribes Join Unified Command- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=107761285932321 
 
FEMA Administrator Fugate on Preparedness for Kids- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=107716579270125 
 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Multiple Threat Alert Center (MTAC) 
http://www.ncis.navy.mil/mission/mtac.asp 
 
IAEM-USA Government Affairs Committee Announces Results of its 3rd Annual Survey 
on the Impact of the Economic Downturn on Local Emergency Management Offices and 
the Role of Emergency Management Performance Grant Program Funds 
http://www.iaem.com/Committees/GovernmentAffairs/GovtAffairs.htm#Surveys22Apr201
0 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo: Insecurity and Displacement (Apr 2010) - Snapshot 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/AHAA-84RJM7?OpenDocument 
 
The Elephant in the JIC: The Fundamental Flaw of Emergency Public Information within 
the NIMS Framework 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol7/iss1/10/ 
 
Analysis: Dangerous divisions in Sudan 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ACIO-84SEJZ?OpenDocument 
 
Gulf of Mexico - Transocean Drilling Incident 
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/site/2931/ 
 
Great Hurricane Blowout Website 
http://www.greathurricaneblowout.org/ 
 
Photo feature: Wet fire test kicks off aerial firefighting preparations 
http://www.northcom.mil/News/2010/042310_a.html 
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Malaria: Haiti Pre-decision Brief for Public Health Action (updated April 23, 2010) 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MYAI-
84T844?OpenDocument&rc=2&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI 
 
VORTEX2: What's New in 2010?- Video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsTF9yMVT4Q 
 
American Radio Relay League Website 
http://www.arrl.org/home 
 
Commerce Comes to the Aid of Haiti Photo Gallery 
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1983987_2129088,00.html 
 
The Importance of Evidence-Based Disaster Planning 
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/emergency_response/importance_disaster_planning.pdf 
 
National Science Foundation, Special Report: Learning from Haiti 
http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/haiti2010/ 
 
NORAD/NORTHCOM Twitter Account 
http://twitter.com/noradnorthcom 
 
Food Chain Safety in a Disaster 
http://www.iapst.org/courses/iapst-fcs 
 
FAA, First Responder Safety at a Small Aircraft or Helicopter Accident 
http://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/ 
 
More from Eyjafjallajokull Photo Gallery (Iceland) 
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2010/04/more_from_eyjafjallajokull.html 
 
National Interagency Coordination Center, Daily Incident Management Situation Report 
http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/sitreprt.pdf 
 
FEMA Publishes Recovery Fact Sheet on Permanent Relocation 
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/EMNews.htm#FEMA20Apr2010 
 
Empowering Haiti to build a better future: disaster risk reduction and environment 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=13617&a=emai
l 
 
Haitians talk about rebuilding the country after the January 12, 2010 earthquake 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=13645&a=emai
l 
 
Ministerial declaration: Conference of ministers responsible for meteorology in Africa 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=13658&a=emai
l 
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Public weather services for disaster risk reduction 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=13614&a=emai
l 
 
FEMA's New Mobile Site (m.fema.gov)- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=109192372455879 

 
 
United Nations, Business Website 
Business is a critical partner in the United Nations’ efforts to address global challenges.  
This website offers a user-friendly process to match business resources with needs from 
UN organisations. Use it to get ideas and inspiration, tell us what your company would 
like to do, and we will link you to potential UN partners. Companies interested in a 
commercial relationship with the UN should proceed to the United Nations Global 
Marketplace.  
http://business.un.org/en 
 
 
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism 
(START) 
The National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism 
(START) is a U.S. Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence, tasked by 
the Department of Homeland Security's Science and Technology Directorate with using 
state-of-the-art theories, methods, and data from the social and behavioral sciences to 
improve understanding of the origins, dynamics, and social and psychological impacts of 
terrorism. START, based at the University of Maryland, College Park, aims to provide 
timely guidance on how to disrupt terrorist networks, reduce the incidence of terrorism, 
and enhance the resilience of U.S. society in the face of the terrorist threat. 
http://www.start.umd.edu/start/ 
 
 
Interesting Facebook Pages 
 
Chase, the VORTEX2 tornado chasing wonderdog 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chase-the-VORTEX2-tornado-chasing-
wonderdog/111264102242519?ref=mf&v=wall 
 
VORTEX2 
http://www.facebook.com/VORTEX2?v=wall 
 
Victoria's Emergency Services Volunteers (Australia) 
http://www.facebook.com/emergencyvolunteers 
 
Naval Air Station Key West Fire & Emergency Services (Florida) 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naval-Air-Station-Key-West-Fire-Emergency-
Services/345864520205 
 
Washington County Dept. of Fire and Emergency Services (Maryland) 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hagerstown-MD/Washington-County-Dept-of-Fire-and-
Emergency-Services/101400825734 
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Operation OC (California) 
http://www.facebook.com/OperationOC?v=wall 
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