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H1N1 Pandemic

2009 H1N1 flu strain will be in next season flu vaccine
http://pagingdrgupta.blogs.cnn.com/2010/02/22/2009-h1n1-flu-strain-will-be-in-next-
season-flu-vaccine/?hpt=T2

Swine flu wanes, but experts say pandemic strain could reemerge
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/22/AR2010022203638.html|?hpid=sec-health

H1N1: Pandemic was emotional as well as physical
http://www.cnn.com/2010/HEALTH/02/23/h1n1.flu/index.html|?hpt=C1

H1N1 flu can attack the heart
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/feb/23/h1nl1-flu-can-attack-heart/
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U.S. News Reports

Emergency Management

Notifications Discussed at Conference
http://www.firehouse.com/topics/top-headlines/mass-notification-discussed-fire-research-
conference

Can Hand-Drawn Matrix Codes Save Lives During A Disaster?
http://haitirewired.wired.com/profiles/blogs/can-handdrawn-matrix-codes

Security Plans Now Mandatory at California Hospitals
http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/News/?news|D=3840

NYC mayor urges push to rebuild ground zero
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100219/ap on bi ge/us attacks redevelopment

Governor Rendell Directs Early Release of Liquid Fuels Payments to Ease Burden of
Winter Storm Cleanup Costs
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/governor-rendell-directs-early-release-of-
liguid-fuels-payments-to-ease-burden-of-winter-storm-cleanup-costs-84781692.html

Rochester Uses New Emergency Website (New York)
http://kaaltv.com/article/stories/S1425473.shtml?cat=10219

Metro official says Fenty should have treated snowstorms as disaster (District of
Columbia)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021805773.htmI?wprss=rss_metro

Authority seeks anti-terrorism grant (Georgia)
http://www.braseltonnewstoday.com/archives/4099-Authority-seeks-anti-terrorism-

grant.html

Free, Handheld Reference Adds Situational Awareness at HAZMAT Incidents
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Chemical-Companion-HAZMAT .html

Talking All-Hazards Emergency Management with California's Matt Bettenhausen
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Emergency-Management-California-Matt-
Bettenhausen.html

Berks County emergency services director steps down, commissioner says
(Pennsylvania)
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=197856

Is This the Safest House in the World? (California)
http://finance.yahoo.com/real-estate/article/108875/is-this-the-safest-house-in-the-world
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Pacific Northwest Counties Collaborated to Create Critical Infrastructure Protection Plan

(Washington)

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/infrastructure/Pacific-Northwest-Critical-Infrastructure-

Protection-Plan.html

FEMA/Territory Work To Restore Infrastructure Damaged During September 29, 2009
Earthquake, Tsunami, And Flooding (American Samoa)
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50477

S.D. Office of Emergency Management and FEMA Encourage Flood Preparedness
(South Dakota)
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50437

President Declares Major Disaster For Maryland
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50456

Cascade of failures paralyzed Pittsburgh during snowstorm (Pennsylvania)
http://www.homelandl1.com/business-continuity/articles/763369-Cascade-of-failures-
paralyzed-Pittsburgh-during-snowstorm/

'Money grab' by FEMA? Lawsuit considered over levees decision (lllinois)
http://www.bnd.com/2010/02/22/1143410/lawsuit-considered-over-levees.html

D.C. panel approves Fenty nominee for homeland security chief
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/23/AR2010022305308.html

Cupertino says goodbye to 'emergency expert' (California)
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_14413652?source=rss

Emergency preparedness saved lives in high-rise blaze (Tennessee)
http://www.wkrn.com/global/story.asp?s=12001097

New system for emergency warnings (Alabama)
http://www.wtvm.com/global/story.asp?s=12002733

Getting Hurricane Messages Out Through the Media
http://www.noaa.gov/features/03 protecting/index.html

Officials to evaluate snowstorm response (Maryland)
http://www.gazette.net/stories/02182010/newmnew164517 32554.php

Snowstorms test emergency plans for county government (Maryland)
http://www.gazette.net/stories/02182010/bowinew121717 32549.php

Snow hit businesses, governments hard

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/winter/2010-02-23-snow-storm-impact N.htm
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Crist taps Hobe Sound resident, FPL employee, for state emergency board (Florida)
http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2010/feb/24/crist-taps-hobe-sound-resident-fpl-employee-
state-/?partner=yahoo feeds

N.H. sets up website for emergency info
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/NEWS01/2240350

Big storms cost Pittsburgh $3.6 million this month (Pennsylvania)
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10055/1038417-
100.stm?cmpid=latest.xml#ixzzOgVolJQZW
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security

ARNORTH tests homeland defense unit
http://www.northcom.mil/News/2010/021710 a.html

Biden Fears Terror Hit by Individual
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/02/17/earlyshow/main6215792.shtml

Kerik gets 4 years on felony charges
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/02/18/kerik.sentence/index.html?hpt=T2

Inside America's fortress: Cheyenne Mountain
http://www.coloradoconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=418006

Army probes allegations of poison at S.C. base
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35470515/ns/us_news-military/

Deadhead Jihad
http://www.newsweek.com/id/233804

War in Iraq will be called 'Operation New Dawn' to reflect reduced U.S. role
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021805888.html?hpid=topnews

Austin plane crash exposes gap in US air security
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100219/ap on re us/us plane crash small planes

Suicide pilot's daughter now says father 'not a hero' for Austin attack
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/02/pilots-daughter-
deplores-suicide-attack-but-applauds-his-fight-against-the-system/1

Geithner to visit IRS workers in Austin today
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-
eye/2010/02/geithner to visit irs workers.html?hpid=sec-nation

FBI investigation of 2001 anthrax attacks concluded; U.S. releases details
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/19/AR2010021902369.htmI?hpid=topnews

Passengers who flew with accused Christmas Day bomber speak out
http://www.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/02/18/passengers.to.bomb.suspect/index.html?hpt=C2

Group claims repealing gay ban could hinder military readiness
http://www.govexec.com/story page.cfm?articleid=44618&sid=60

Homeland chief: Domestic extremism is top concern
http://apnews.myway.com/article/20100221/D9EOR8H02.html

Powell backs Obama on national security record
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35506606/ns/politics/
Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 8
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Details posted on alleged CIA-flights to Poland
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100222/ap on re eu/eu poland cia secret flights

NYC terrorism suspect pleads guilty in bomb plot
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100223/ap on re us/us nyc terror

Some in Md. town call anti-terrorism training plan a dud
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/22/AR2010022204958.htmI?hpid=topnews

Navy says it is ready to end ban on women in submarines
http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/02/23/women.sub.duty/index.htmi?hpt=T1

Experts: Feds Need to Secure the Internet
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/02/23/tech/main6236594.shtm|?tag=cbsnewsLea
dStoriesAreaMain;cbsnewslLeadStoriesHeadlines

Contractors outnumber full-time workers at DHS; lawmakers 'astounded'
http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/02/24/dhs.contractor/index.html?hpt=T2

Homeland Security reports losing guns
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-02-17-lost-guns N.htm?csp=34

More than 75,000 computer systems hacked in one of largest cyber attacks, security firm
says

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/17/AR2010021705816.html|?hpid=topnews

Penny wise, security foolish: Pulling elite Coast Guard unit out puts city at risk (New
York)

http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2010/02/10/2010-02-

10 penny wise security foolish.html#ixzzOgVjlzkLh
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Campus Safety and Security

Alabama professor's lawyer regrets calling her 'wacko'
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/02/19/alabama.shooting.lawyer/index.html?hpt=T2

Official: FBI probing Pa. school webcam spy case
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100219/ap on hi te/us laptops spying on students

UCF student beaten, stopped from leaving apartment (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-ucf-arrest-man-accused-
terrorizing-stu20100222,0,4244522.story

2 students injured in Deer Creek Middle School shooting (Colorado)
http://www.9news.com/news/article.aspx?storyid=133326&catid=339&hpt=T2

Complaint: U. of Alabama Slow to Use Emergency Notification
http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Complaint-U-of-Alabama-Slow/21287/
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Special Needs

Dog prescribed by doctor may get couple evicted from mobile home (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/lake/os-dog-violation-eviction-mobile-home-
20100218,0,4497803.story

Good vibrations aid mind-controlled steering
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20527485.600-good-vibrations-aid-
mindcontrolled-steering.html

Louisiana Department of Social Services Launches Emergency Food Stamp System to
Better Prepare Citizens for Natural Disasters
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Louisiana-Department-of-bw-2520907975.htm|?x=0&.v=1

Robotic system may put more tasks within

Researchers at the Human Engineering Laboratories (HERL), a joint program of VA and
the University of Pittsburgh, are building a system they say will enable wheelchair users
with limited use of their hands to do a range of everyday tasks—for example, taking food
out of the refrigerator and heating it in a microwave, or picking up a book from across a
table.

The system is called the perMMA, short for Personal Mobility and Manipulation
Appliance. Simply put, it‘s a power wheel
end of the arms are grippers with force and temperature sensors.

As the project stands today, the arms are generally controlled not by the wheelchair user
but by a helper at a remote location, via the Internet. The wheelchair has 3D webcams
that allow the assistantto seetheus er * s surroundings. When
assistant can steer the arms to complete a task.

But HERL engineers are working on extending full control to the person in the
wheelchair. A variety of technologies are being explored—for example, voice activation,

whee

chai

a us

or a video tracking system that would have th

movement. Another approach, suitable for those with some use of a hand, would have
the robotic arms respond to light touch; the arms and their payload would seem
weightless to the user. Yet another option down the road might be a brain-computer
interface that would enable users to control the arms directly with their thoughts.

In testing so far, users—generally with help from the assistants—have been able to
accomplish tasks such as picking up a key, getting a drink and switching on a light.

HERL director Rory Cooper, PhD, well-known as an assistive-technology innovator,
wheel chair athlete and advocate for peopl
important to eventually enable users to work the system by themselves. At the same

time, though, he points out that —we are
tasks that people would like to perform, and the fact that robotic systems have not yet
been designed to work on real activities
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He notes that the remote assistant in the per
innper son assistant hours that many wheel chairs
onyamaxi mum of eight hours of personal assista
to a very structured life. We hope that with a combination of personal assistance,
robotics and remote assistance, people will have greater independence through having
more options and choices in their daily lives.
—|I ndependence, |l he stresses, —i s about being
not necessarily about doing it yourself |
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Hazard Research and News

United States' drought has 'extraordinary’ reversal
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/drought/2010-02-16-drought-us-reversal N.htm

Snowstorms Reduced City Crime, Stats Show (Maryland)
http://www.wbaltv.com/news/22582923/detail.html

Texas plane crash pilot: 'l have just had enough'
http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/02/18/texas.plane.crash.profile/index.html?hpt=T1

Pilot, IRS worker identified as those killed in Texas crash
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/02/22/texas.plane.crash/index.html|?hpt=T2

Source: Texas plane may have been loaded with extra fuel
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/02/19/texas.plane.crash/index.htm|?hpt=T2

NOAA National Weather Service to Use New Hurricane Wind Scale
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100217 hurricane.html

Anthrax myth persists despite evidence
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/columnist/vergano/2010-02-19-anthrax-

myth N.htm

Many Americans would delay taking recommended antiobiotics after anthrax attack: poll
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2010/02/usa-many-americans-would-delay-taking-
recommended-antiobiotics-after-anthrax-attack-poll/

Train derails, toxic cloud forces evacuations (California)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/21/AR2010022101114.htmI?hpid=sec-nation

Train continues to burn day after derailment in California
http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/02/21/california.train.derailment/index.html?hpt=T2

Two arrested in connection with Texas church fires
http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/02/21/texas.church.fires/index.htmI?hpt=T2

L.A. County Flood Control District faces state fines (California)
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-water-violation23-2010feb23,0,1125757.story

Teen Accused Of Setting Brush Fires In Edgewater (Florida)
http://www.cfnews13.com/News/Local/2010/2/23/teen_accused of setting brush fires i
n_edgewater.html

Fla. officials identify 2 killed in tour bus crash
http://www.cfnews13.com/News/National/2010/2/23/fla. officials identify 2 killed in tou
r bus crash.html
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First of two storms blankets Northeast in snow
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35557603/ns/weather/

NTSB faults subway safety oversight
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2010-02-23-metro-crash N.htm

Public shares sinkhole ire during workshop (Florida)
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2010/feb/18/na-publicsharessinkholeireduringworkshop/
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Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News

Hazelwood man dies after 10 calls to 911 over two days (Pennsylvania)
http://www.postgazette.com/pa/10048/1036403-53.stm#ixzz0gCw7ZVxI

Gaps in emergency communications ends (New Jersey)
http://recordernewspapers.com/articles/2010/02/19/observer-
tribune/news/doc4b7d7255eb424297057186.txt

Efforts to reform flawed Fla. 911 system stalled by costs
http://www.homelandl.com/homeland-security-products/dispatch-computer-aided-
dispatch-cad/articles/762528-efforts-to-reform-flawed-fla-911-system-stalled-by-costs/

Florida's Seminole Tribe to Gain Interoperability With the Statewide Law Enforcement
Radio System
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Florida-Seminole-Tribe-Interoperability.html

Homel and S e c uDoliartBgt orsBettii Corhnmupiaations
http://www.publicintegrity.org/investigations/homeland security/articles/entry/1925/

Can product solve emergency communications problems?
http://www?2.tbo.com/content/2010/feb/23/can-product-solve-emergency-
communications-problem/
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Other

Georgia Chief Says Resignation Was Forced
http://www.firefighternation.com/forum/topics/georgia-chief-says-resignation

First responders to suicide attempts face new dangers (Florida)
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2010/feb/15/first-responders-suicide-attempts-face-new-

dangers/

Maryland Fire Engine Hits Ladder Truck, Two Cars, Doesn't Stop to Help
http://www.firehouse.com/topics/top-headlines/md-engine-allegedly-hit-ladder-truck-kept-

going

Firefighters added to more EMS runs in Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania)
http://statter911.com/2010/02/18/firefighters-added-to-more-ems-runs-in-pittsburgh-
change-follows-death-of-man-during-snowstorm/

The state of the fire department‘'s infrastruc
http://statter911.com/2010/02/18/a-must-read-from-detroit-the-state-of-the-fire-
departments-infrastructure-a-trail-that-shows-money-allocated-spent-but-facilities-not-

fixed/

New Orleans Responders Recovering (Louisiana)
http://www.firehouse.com/topics/top-headlines/new-orleans-ems-recovers-after-busy-
start-2010

Wannabe-hero firefighter convicted of murder in NY
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/19/AR2010021903873.html?hpid=sec-nation

Governors seek attention, funds
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-02-21-governors-meeting-
Obama_N.htm

Guns are now permitted -- but not necessarily welcomed -- in national parks
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-parks-guns22-2010feb22,0,3561947.story

Montgomery County Sheriff John P. Durante Dies (Pennsylvania)
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local-beat/Montgomery-County-Sheriff-John-P-
Durante-Dies-84024272.html

Already under fire, crime labs cut to the bone
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35319938/ns/us _news-crime _and _courts/

Muni Threat: Cities Weigh Chapter 9
http://finance.yahoo.com/taxes/article/108866/muni-threat-cities-weigh-chapter-9

Fearing Obama agenda, states eye new gun laws
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35556799/ns/politics-the _new_york times/
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International News Stories

Iran

Iran might be seeking to develop nuclear weapons capability, inspectors say
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021803378.htmI?hpid=topnews

Iranian opposition demoralized after failed protests at revolution's anniversary
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/19/AR2010021905033.html|?hpid=topnews

Iran weighs sites for uranium enrichment plants, official says
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/meast/02/22/iran.nuclear/index.htmI?hpt=T2

0O.C. mental health workers study Iranian culture and language (California)
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-oc-iranians22-2010feb22,0,3611396.story

Iran nuclear offer falls short
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100223/ap on re eu/iran nuclear

Preparing for the Worst
http://www.slate.com/id/2245619/?GT1=38001

Iranian media: Supreme leader accuses U.S. of 'spreading lies'
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/meast/02/17/iran.khameini/index.html?hpt=Shin
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Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs

TINY ARMORED CAR UNVEILED AS INDIA'S NEWEST ANTI-TERROR WEAPON
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2010-02/tiny-armored-car-unveiled-indias-
newest-anti-terror-weapon

Security breach lets man near Biden at Olympics (Canada)
http://news.yahoo.com/video/us-15749625/security-breach-lets-man-near-biden-at-
olympics-18200473

U.S. reviewing Afghanistan detainee policy
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/02/18/afghanistan.detainees/index.htm|?hpt=
Shin

New figures show Africa is worst hit by failed aid promises
http://www.one.org/blog/2010/02/17/new-figures-show-africa-is-worst-hit-by-failed-aid-

promises/

Dutch PM: troops to leave Afghanistan this year
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/eu_netherlands afghanistan

Outgunned Taliban mounting tough fight in Marjah
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/as afghanistan

U.S. commander apologizes on Afghan TV
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35534294/ns/world _news-south and central asia/

US, Mexican forces share border patrols in historic partnership
http://www.homelandl.com/transportation-border-security/articles/762533-US-Mexican-
forces-share-border-patrols-in-historic-partnership/

NAPOLITANO URGES HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION ON AVIATION
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/12228/149/

Calls to include pets in evacuation plans (New Zealand)
http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/calls-include-pets-in-evacuation-plans-3375389

Israel unveils new drone fleet that can reach Iran
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100221/ap on re mi ea/ml israel drones

Bill introduced in provincial legislature to protect search and rescue crews from lawsuits
(Canada)
http://www.am770chqgr.com/News/Local/Story.aspx?I1D=1199169

Tsunami risk management programme updated (New Zealand)
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/SC1002/S00062.htm

Virtual maps to help in disaster management (India)
http://www.thehindu.com/2010/02/23/stories/2010022358542000.htm
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Security at the Olympics: A Whole Different Game (Canada)
http://my.auburnjournal.com/detail/142844.html

Businesses should play bigger role in relief work — study
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an art/60725/2010/01/23-130119-1.htm

U.S. to embed agents in Mexican law enforcement units battling cartels in Juarez
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/23/AR2010022305560.htmI?hpid=topnews

6 Latin countries sign pact with U.S. and Canada on airport security
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0218aviationsecurity0218.html

Africa: 'Rapid urbanization a major challenge' UN-HABITAT
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12773&a=email

Haiti - Imperatives of Disaster Preparedness (Nigeria)
http://allafrica.com/stories/201002180664.html

Editorial: Pakistan development - 'Contending with inevitable disasters'
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12771&a=email

German Red Cross: Sri Lanka project in disaster risk reduction
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12769&a=email

Guatemala: Gender equity and disaster risk reduction
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12774&a=email

Philippines: New incentive to reduce disaster risk - Investment Priorities Plan
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12717&a=email

'Humanitarian agencies will have to reduce vulnerability in urban settings' - new reports
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12740&a=emalil

Nepal: Launch of South Asian network of grassroots women leaders for community
resilience
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12805&a=email

Lebanon: Preparedness to deal with disasters
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12739&a=email

Pakistan: A Step towards making Pakistan disaster resilient
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12707 &a=email

Humanitarian agencies will have to go urban
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/a343f9c0379c472cd4acb7531a69809a.
htm

Trial Begins in Jakarta Hotel Bombings
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1967690,00.html
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Troops counter terrorist threats (India)

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/sport/troops-counter-terrorist-threats/story-
e6frg7mf-1225831548225?from=public rss

U.S. renews travel alert to Mexico
http://www.cnn.com/2010/TRAVEL/02/23/mexico.travel.warning/index.html?hpt=Shin
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Hazard Research and News

Minaret collapse kills 36 in Morocco
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/02/19/morocco.minaret.collapse/index.html?hpt
=12

Death toll expected to rise in Madeira flooding (Portugal)
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35496312/ns/world news-europe/

Hugo Chévez left in the dark as EIl Nifio plays power politics
http://www.gquardian.co.uk/world/2010/feb/21/hugo-chavez-el-nino-venezuela

MSF fears sleeping sickness epidemic in NE Congo
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/55866/2010/01/22-093348-1.htm

Under the world's greatest cities, deadly plates
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/22/AR2010022204828.htm|?hpid=topnews

350 sick aboard cruise ship in Caribbean
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35538104/ns/travel-news/

Indian Ocean clues to predicting El Nino: study
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20100221/sc_nm/us _climate elnino

Virulent Bird-Human Flu Hybrid Made in Lab
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2010/02/super-bird-flu/

Efforts to avert Niger food crisis undeterred by coup
http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/58388/2010/01/24-152607-1.htm

1 dead in Germany school shooting
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/02/18/germany.school.shooting/index.html?h

pt=T2

17 dead in Indonesia landslides
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/02/24/indonesia.landslide/index.html

Democratic Republic of Congo: Watching the volcanoes
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12719&a=email

Pakistan: Building capacity for flood mitigation
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12781&a=email
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International Affairs

Greece loses EU voting power in blow to sovereignty
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/financetopics/financialcrisis/7252288/Greece-loses-
EU-voting-power-in-blow-to-sovereignty.html

Dalai Lama 'very happy' with Obama meeting
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35456043/ns/politics-white _house/

China protests Obama meeting with Dalai Lama
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100219/ap on re as/as china us dalai lama

Dalai Lama: China denies problem in Tibet
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/02/22/tibet.dalai.lama.lkl/index.htm|?hpt=T2

France and African Union decry coup in Niger
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/02/19/niger.coup/index.htm|?hpt=T2

Niger junta names platoon commander as its leader
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/19/AR2010021900912.html

U.N. official: Niger's post-coup junta wants return to democracy
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/02/21/niger.coup/index.htm|?hpt=T2

Lebanon‘s Nasrallah threatens | srael i f attac
http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2010/02/16/100569.html

Chavez of Venezuela, Uribe of Colombia in shouting match
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/02/22/colombia.venezuela.summit/index.ht

mI?hpt=T2

Americas bloc excluding US and Canada is proposed
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8531266.stm

Sudan signs ceasefire deal with Darfur rebel group
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8530033.stm

Charity Case: China is good for Tibet
http://www.newsweek.com/id/233726
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Global Warming/Climate Change News Articles (U.S. and
International)

Tajikistan risks calamity over climate change: Oxfam
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100217/sc afp/tajikistanenvironmentclimatewarming 201
00217174447

Climate pact appears increasingly fragile; U.N. official quits
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/18/AR2010021801490.htmI?hpid=moreheadlines

Climate scientists withdraw journal claims of rising sea levels
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/feb/21/sea-level-geoscience-retract-siddall

Saving the Amazon may be the most cost-effective way to cut greenhouse gas
emissions
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-cover-amazon21-2010feb21,0,3432052.story

Does Global Warming Cause Hurricanes?
http://news.discovery.com/earth/does-global-warming-cause-hurricanes.html

Kerry insists US to move on climate
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100224/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingus

Climate meeting in April aims at reviving UN process
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100222/sc _afp/unclimatewarming

Top UN climate official resigns
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fgw-un-climate-deboer18-
2010feb18,0,6260418.story
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News

BREAKTHROUGH DANISH ENZYMES TO LOWER BIOFUEL PRICE POINT TO
PETROLEUM LEVELS
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2010-02/danish-enzymes-lower-biofuel-price-
point-petroleum-levels

GE and Hitachi want to use nuclear waste as a fuel
http://www.physorg.com/news185694782.html

Orange peels, newspapers may lead to cheaper, cleaner ethanol fuel
http://www.physorg.com/news185701592.html

Are New Types of Reactors Needed for the U.S. Nuclear Renaissance?
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=are-new-types-of-reactors-needed-for-
nuclear-renaissance

America‘'s Wind Energy Potenti al Triples
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2010/02/better-wind-resource-maps/

Some schools to test solar panels (Florida)
http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20100217/NEWS01/2170338/1006/Watchdog++Som
e+schools+to+test+solar+panels
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Reports

Disaster Alternate Care Facilities: Report and Interactive Tools
http://www.ahrg.gov/prep/acfselection/dacfrep.htm

Integrating disaster risk reduction into the fight against poverty: GFDRR annual report
2009
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12693&a=emai
I
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Additional Information

Statement by Gov. Perry Regarding Plane Crash in Austin
http://governor.state.tx.us/news/press-release/14274/

Austin Plane Crash- Video (Texas)
http://www.statesman.com/video/?bcpid=54569553001&bclid=1461295911&bctid=6733
2963001

Austin Plane Crash Photo Gallery (Texas)
http://galleries.statesman.com/qgallery/plane-crash-north-austin-building/

The Insane Manifesto of Austin Texas Crash Pilot Joseph Andrew Stack
http://www.businessinsider.com/joseph-andrew-stacks-insane-manifesto-2010-2

UK Government Seeks Consultation on a Draft Document Aimed to Help Those
Responsible for the Provision of Humanitarian Assistance in the Event of a Major
Incident
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/EMNews.htm#UKNews17Feb2010

Keeping Children Healthy in Emergencies- Photo Essay
http://www.savethechildren.net/alliance/media/photoessay/2010 keeping children healt
hy in_emergencies/index.html

Energizing Energy: How the Stimulus Bill Has Ignited Innovation in the Renewables
Sector--A Q&A
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=stimulus-renewable-energy

Master Exercise Practitioner (MEP) Facebook Page
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Exercise-Practitioner-
MEP/222971544942?ref=nf&v=wall

Berks County, PA Department of Emergency Services Newsletter
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/ema/cwp/view.asp?a=1256&9=503975

Florida Sinkholes Guide
http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/quide/sinkholes.html

Los Angeles County, CA Emergency Survival Guide
http://lacoa.org/PDF/EmergencySurvivalGuide-LowRes.pdf

Interoperable Mapping for Situational Awareness
http://www.fema.qgov/library/viewRecord.do?id=4045&fromSearch=fromsearch

MapAction: Emergency Mapping Service
http://www.mapaction.org/

National Healthcare Safety Network
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/
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Discover DC with Online Mapping
http://www.dcqis.dc.gov/dcgis/cwp/view,A,1192.0,499152.asp

Disaster risk reduction in times of climate change
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12655&a=emai
I

FEMA, Virginia Severe Winter Storm and Snowstorm
http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=12308

Home Safety Council Website
http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/index.asp

Humanitarian horizons: a practitioners' guide to the future
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12689&a=emai
|

Interesting Facebook Pages

Prepared in Plano (Texas)
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Plano-TX/Prepared-in-
Plano/313122108379?ref=nf&v=app 53267368995

Benton County, AR Emergency Services
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bentonville-AR/Benton-County-Emergency-
Services/475781430374?ref=nf

Never Forget 9/11
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Never-Forget-911/274466136181?ref=nf

San Diego Sheriff's Search and Rescue
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-Sheriffs-Search-and-
Rescue/270292670405?ref=mf

San Diego Urban Search & Rescue - California Task Force 8 (CA-TF8)
http://www.facebook.com/CATF8?ref=mf

Mountaineer Search and Rescue
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mountaineer-Search-and-
Rescue/321830070288?ref=mf

California Task Force 5 - Urban Search & Rescue Team
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Foothill-Ranch-CA/California-Task-Force-5-Urban-
Search-Rescue-Team/126471796248?ref=mf

Elkland Search and Rescue
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Marys-PA/Elkland-Search-and-
Rescue/269878086314?ref=mf
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Plano-TX/Prepared-in-Plano/313122108379?ref=nf&v=app_53267368995
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Plano-TX/Prepared-in-Plano/313122108379?ref=nf&v=app_53267368995
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bentonville-AR/Benton-County-Emergency-Services/475781430374?ref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bentonville-AR/Benton-County-Emergency-Services/475781430374?ref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Never-Forget-911/274466136181?ref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-Sheriffs-Search-and-Rescue/270292670405?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-Sheriffs-Search-and-Rescue/270292670405?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/CATF8?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mountaineer-Search-and-Rescue/321830070288?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mountaineer-Search-and-Rescue/321830070288?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Foothill-Ranch-CA/California-Task-Force-5-Urban-Search-Rescue-Team/126471796248?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Foothill-Ranch-CA/California-Task-Force-5-Urban-Search-Rescue-Team/126471796248?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Marys-PA/Elkland-Search-and-Rescue/269878086314?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Marys-PA/Elkland-Search-and-Rescue/269878086314?ref=mf

This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency
Managers( | AEM) . I f you' r emorie abbut IAEVE flease visit aur websiter ni n g
at: http://www.iaem.com/

ACT Emergency Services Agency
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ACT-Emergency-Services-
Agency/17178257696672ref=mf

Talbot County Emergency Services (DES)
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Talbot-County-Emergency-Services-
DES/299252933421?ref=mf

Ready Denton
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Denton-TX/Ready-Denton/321657586438?v=wall

Latest DC Area Information

Federal Government Status
Federal Government Status http://www.opm.gov/status/

WTOP Emergency Information:
Latest WTOP Emergency Information http://wtopnews.com/
WTOP Snow Emergency Guide http://wtopnews.com/?nid=25&sid=1880939

District of Columbia

72 hours DC.GOV http://72hours.dc.gov/eic/site/default.asp
DC Text Alerts https://textalert.ema.dc.gov/latest.php
DDOT http://ddot.dc.gov

Metro http://www.wmata.com/

Maryland

Maryland Highway Info http://www.marylandroads.com/Home.aspx

MDOT Emergency Information http://www.mdot.maryland.gov/Emergencylnfo.html
Maryland Emergency Management Agency
http://www.mema.state.md.us/MEMA/index.jsp

Maryland Transit Administration http://mta.maryland.gov/

Counties and Local Jurisdictions

Frederick County MD http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/

Frederick County MD http://www.frederickcountymd.gov/index.aspx?NID=1944
Montgomery County MD http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/

Prince Geor g edtts/wlomintdéggorgdbBountymd.gov/index.asp
Anne Arundel County MD http://www.aacounty.org/

Baltimore County MD http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/

Baltimore (City) MD http://www.baltimorecity.gov/

Annapolis (City) MD http://www.ci.annapolis.md.us/

Calvert County MD http://www.co.cal.md.us/

St Mary' s @o/wwtop.saMiBmarys.md.us/

Charles County, MD http://www.charlescounty.org/

Harford County, MD http://www.harfordcountymd.gov/

Washington County, MD http://www.washco-md.net/

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 28
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Virginia:

VDOT http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/default.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/default flash.asp

VDEM http://www.vdem.state.va.us/

VRE http://www.vre.org/

Counties and Local Jurisdictions

Fairfax County VA http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

Loudoun County VA http://inter4.loudoun.gov/

Arlington County VA http://www.co.arlington.va.us/

Alexandria (City), VA http://alexandriava.gov/

Stafford County VA http://www.co.stafford.va.us/

Prince William County VA http://www.co.prince-william.va.us/
Manassas (City) VA http://www.manassascity.org/civicalerts.aspx

Commuter Connections: http://www.mwcog.org/commuter2/

Washington Post Community Handbook: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
srv/metro/specials/communityhandbook/

Mark Lewack

Emergency Actions Coordinator
Security, Emergency Actions Group
U.S. Office of Personnel Management

Hospital Response to the 2009 Influenza Pandemic: A Survey of U.S. Hospital
Epidemiologists
By Amesh A. Adalja, MD, February 19, 2010

While the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic did not prove to be highly lethal, hospital

response efforts were similar to those that would be instituted during a more severe

pandemic. Viewed from this perspective, the 2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic can be

seen as an extensive tr iresponsesystems. Assuch,shigi t al s
experience can be used to identify strengths, deficiencies, and variables not accounted

for in planning.

Survey of SHEA Members

In their article in the February 15, 2010 issue of Clinical Infectious Diseases,*

Lautenbach and colleagues report the results of their recent survey of U.S. healthcare
epidemiologists. Their purpose was to use the reported experiences of the

epidemiologists to assess several aspects of the hospital response to the early spring

wave of the HIN1 pandemic inthe U.S. Thestudy ‘s aut hors sent el ectr
all members of the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology (SHEA) on May 26, 2009, and

sent a reminder one week later. They received 323 responses, which represented

approximately 25.9% of the total SHEA membership.

While facilities were seen as well prepared, other infection control activities were
neglected:

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 29
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60.4% reported their hospitals were well prepared for a potential pandemic.
32.7% reported spending >60% of their time managing HLN1 influenza-related
issues during the peak of the pandemic.

1 50.9% reported that other important infection control activities were neglected
during the pandemic.

= =4

Antiviral medication shortages were common:
1 30.7% experienced a shortage of antivirals.
1 39.0% reported that personal stockpiling of antiviral medications occurred.
1 51.4% reported that actions were initiated to prevent personal stockpiling.

Mandatory vaccination of HCWs is favored; many disagree with sustained use of
airborne precautions:
1 77.7% favored mandatory vaccination of healthcare workers.
1 72% supported the recommendation for airborne precautions at the beginning of
the pandemic.
1 60% disagreed with sustained use of airborne precautions as the pandemic
continued.
1 The majority of respondents experienced no problems with availability of N-95
masks, surgical masks, and alcohol-based hand sanitizers.

Neglect of Other Infection Control Activities Is Worrisome

It is important to note that this survey covered only the early stages of the pandemic,

which occurred in spring 2009. However, the majority of hospitalizations occurred in the

fall. While the survey confirmed that the pan
limited in the spring, non-influenza-related infection control activities still suffered.

Infection control departments serve a vital role in safeguarding both hospital populations

and the general population (through coordination of reporting), and many are already

stretched to their limits by efforts to stem the spread of such organisms as MRSA, VRE,

Clostridium difficile, and Acinetobacter baumannii. In their accompanying editorial,>

Carl son and Perl indicate that hospital —admi
toinfectioncontrolpart of pandemic planning processes. |
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