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H1N1 Pandemic 
 

Lack of H1N1 Vaccines Causes Localities to Postpone Mass Vaccination Clinics 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/health/Lack-of-H1N1-Vaccines-Causes-Localities-to-
Postpone-Mass-Vaccination-Clinics.html 
 
College students encouraged to get H1N1 vaccine 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/12/04/h1n1.colleges/index.html 
 
Nearly 800 in California hospitalized with H1N1 flu 
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-me-swine-flu4-2009dec04,0,6835413.story 
 
Health officials to review disaster plan 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20091204/us_nm/us_disaster_usa_2 
 
Orange County Students Finally Get Swine Flu Vaccine (Florida) 
http://www.cfnews13.com/Health/YourHealth/2009/12/5/still_need_swine_flu_vaccine.ht
ml 
 
CDC: About 1 in 6 Americans have had swine flu 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091210/ap_on_he_me/us_med_swine_flu 
 
Drug-resistant swine flu cluster on Vietnam train 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/09/AR2009120903616.html?hpid=sec-health 
 
H1N1 virus attacks deep into the lungs 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/12/08/swine.flu.attack.lungs/index.html 
 
Corporate employers got scarce flu vaccine 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2009-12-07-swine-flu-
vaccine_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
 
Vaccine offer underwhelms Marylanders 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/08/AR2009120803982.html?hpid=sec-health 
 
North Korea reveals swine flu outbreak 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-north-korea-flu10-
2009dec10,0,5668378.story 
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U.S. News Reports 
 
Emergency Management 
 
Deal in works to resolve some FEMA trailer claims 
http://www.homeland1.com/business-continuity/articles/678762-Deal-in-works-to-
resolve-some-FEMA-trailer-claims/ 
 
Wis. county's cutting-edge emergency alert system 
http://www.homeland1.com/homeland-security-products/emergency-
communications/articles/679084-wis-countys-cutting-edge-emergency-alert-system/ 
 
State expropriation for new hospital includes those who rebuilt after Katrina (Louisiana) 
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/11/post_175.html 
 
Louisiana: DHH Sec testifies before US House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2009/12/louisiana-dhh-sec-testifies-before-us-house-
committee-on-oversight-and-government-reform/ 
 
Jefferson Co. emergency management director dead at 53 (Oklahoma) 
http://www.kxii.com/home/headlines/78178822.html 
 
Secretary Napolitano Announces New Study to Protect Against Chemical Attacks and 
Bolster Emergency Planning Efforts 
http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1259790815577.shtm 
 
Chertoff discusses emergency planning 
http://media.www.gwhatchet.com/media/storage/paper332/news/2009/12/03/News/Chert
off.Discusses.Emergency.Planning-3844143.shtml 
 
Homeland Security cancels Strip nuclear response training (Nevada) 
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/dec/03/homeland-security-cancels-strip-
nuclear-response-t/ 
 
Lack of Preparedness Puts Homeowners Living in Wildfire-Prone Areas at Risk 
(California) 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Lack-of-Preparedness-Puts-bw-
46812092.html?x=0&.v=1 
 
Three-day disaster drill gets in ahead of the demolition crews (Illinois) 
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=341021 
 
County's EMA coordinator to step down, start consulting company (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.republicanherald.com/news/county-s-ema-coordinator-to-step-down-start-
consulting-company-1.459662?localLinksEnabled=false 
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Death of Mechanicsburg hiker prompts PEMA search rule change (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/12/death_of_mechanicsburg_hiker_p.h
tml 
 
EOC to cost more (Monroe County, Florida) 
http://keysnews.com/node/18985 
 
Exelon leads a tour of new emergency command center (New Jersey) 
http://www.app.com/article/20091202/NEWS/912020347/1070/NEWS02&source=rss 
 
As Hurricane Season Ends FEMA Continues To Urge the Public to Be Prepared  
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50024 
 
State and Federal Aid for North Dakota Spring Floods Tops $132 Million 
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50039 
 
Hurricane case-management focused on process rather than results, Sen. Mary 
Landrieu says 
http://www.nola.com/hurricane/index.ssf/2009/12/hurricane_case-
management_focu.html 
 
Ex-EMA deputy director sentenced to probation (Pennsylvania) 
http://www.dailyitem.com/0100_news/local_story_337053927.html 
 
California emergency preparedness includes Tsunami with quake threat 
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20091206/articles/912069979&tc=yahoo 
 
1 Year Later, Towns Apply Lessons Of Ice Storm (New Hampishere) 
http://www.wmur.com/weather/21865718/detail.html 
 
Lockheed Martin Successfully Demonstrates Use of Simulation in a Strategic National 
Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Exercise 
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Lockheed-Martin-Successfully-prnews-
1203621674.html?x=0&.v=1 
 
National Disaster Search Dog Foundation Raising Funds for National Training Center 
http://fdnntv.com/National-Disaster-Search-Dog-Foundation-National-Training-Center 
 
$1 billion spent on disaster relief (Iowa) 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20091208/NEWS10/912080374/1001/ 
 
FEMA And The FCC Announce Adoption Of Standards For Wireless Carriers To 
Receive And Deliver Emergency Alerts Via Mobile Devices   
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50056 
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Homeland Security, Defense and National Security 
 
Lawmaker: White House 'stonewalling' on security breach 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/12/03/state.dinner.couple/index.html 
 
Bin Laden not in Pakistan, PM says 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/03/pakistan.bin.laden/index.html 
 
Robertson: Islam is not a religion 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2009/11/robertson-islam-is-not-a-religion/ 
 
For 9/11 families, finishing job in Afghanistan is personal 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/US/12/03/september.11.reaction/index.html 
 
Fort Hood cop says her career has been cut short 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_fort_hood_munley 
 
Blackwater founder says he aided secret programs 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/02/AR2009120203469.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Homeland Security chief warns of threat from al-Qaeda sympathizers in U.S. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/02/AR2009120204062.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Man who went undercover in O.C. antiterrorist operation provided key information to FBI, 
court transcript shows (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-informant5-2009dec05,0,1815493.story 
 
Napolitano to reset deadline for foreign cargo scanning 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=44161&sid=60 
 
THE CASE FOR A ‗NATIONAL SECURITY COURT‘  
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/11310/150/ 
 
OBAMA SPEECH BOLSTERS HOMELAND SECURITY  
http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/11278/151/ 
 
Illinois prison likely to house detainees 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/05/AR2009120502795.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Gates: No good intel on Osama bin Laden in years 
http://apnews.myway.com/article/20091206/D9CDFUHG0.html 
 
New Black Panther leader defends attorney general 
http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=D9CCM4F80&show_article=1 
 
White House still lacks solid intel on bin Laden 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091206/ap_on_go_pr_wh/us_us_afghanistan 
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General: Bin Laden capture key to U.S. efforts 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34326302/ns/politics-capitol_hill/ 
 
TSA manual misstep leads to discipline 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/09/AR2009120901883.html?hpid=nation 
 
Neo-Nazi in murder trial gets makeover for trial (Florida) 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/09/neo-nazi-in-murder-trial-gets-
makeover-for-trial/ 
 
Secret Service: 91 Breaches Since 1980 
http://www.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1946159,00.html 
 
Administration affirms Bush stance on biological threats 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/09/AR2009120900803.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Was Taxi Driver Source for Key Saddam WMD Claim? 
http://blog.newsweek.com/blogs/declassified/archive/2009/12/08/was-taxi-driver-source-
for-key-saddam-wmd-claim.aspx 
 
NYC top cop: 9/11 trials' security costs higher 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-12-08-New-York-terrorism-
trial_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
 
 
 
SECRETARY NAPOLITANO UNVEILS ñVIRTUAL USAò INFORMATION-
SHARING INITIATIVE 
  
WASHINGTON—Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Janet Napolitano 
today officially launched Virtual USA, an innovative information-sharing initiative—
developed in collaboration with the emergency response community and state and local 
governments across the nation—that helps federal, state, local and tribal first responders 
communicate during emergencies.   
 
―Our first responders need interoperable tools to make accurate and timely decisions 
during emergencies,‖ said Secretary Napolitano. ―Virtual USA makes it possible for new 
and existing technologies to work together seamlessly during disaster response and 
recovery and gives the public an opportunity to contribute information in real-time to 
support the efforts of police officers, firefighters and other emergency management 
officials.ò   
 
The announcement came as part of the White House Open Government Initiative and 
reflects President Obama and Secretary Napolitano‘s shared commitment to making 
government more efficient and fostering a culture of transparency, participation and 
collaboration.   
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Virtual USA links disparate tools and technologies in order to share the location and 
status of critical assets and information—such as power and water lines, flood detectors, 
helicopter-capable landing sites, emergency vehicle and ambulance locations, weather 
and traffic conditions, evacuation routes, and school and government building floor 
plans—across federal, state, local and tribal governments.    
 
Virtual USA: 

¶ Integrates Existing Frameworks and Investments: Virtual USA utilizes current 
information-sharing platforms to permit new and existing technologies to 
seamlessly exchange information with one another. 

¶ Draws on Local Input: Virtual USA is based on the needs of local and state first 
responders to manage data access within their own jurisdictions and to share 
information with relevant jurisdictions across the nation.  

¶ Employs a Comprehensive Approach: Virtual USA is not limited to information 
exchanges between two agencies; instead, the initiative fosters dynamic 
information sharing among all federal, state, local and tribal practitioners. 

¶ Provides a Flexible, Accessible Platform: Because Virtual USA uses open data 
standards and open source software, more states and localities can join this 
information exchange project. 

¶ Involves Everyone: Virtual USA allows Americans in their own communities to 
contribute information—in real-time—to support the efforts of police, fire and 
emergency management officials during disasters and recovery efforts.  

  
Developed by the DHS Science and Technology Directorate (S&T), Virtual USA 
currently operates as a pilot in eight states—Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas, Virginia and Tennessee—with plans to incorporate additional states 
underway. In Virginia alone, Virtual USA has reduced response times to incidents 
involving hazardous materials by 70 percent. 
 



This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you‘re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

10 

Campus Safety and Security 
 
Governor Kaine Releases Revisions to Virginia Tech Review Panel Report  
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/MediaRelations/NewsReleases/viewRelease.cfm?id=11
56 
 
Emergency alerting system not activated after shooting (West Virginia) 
http://www.register-herald.com/local/local_story_337220308.html 
 
Documents offer details of Yale killing 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-12-02-yale-murder-trial_N.htm 
 
UCLA police tactics at protest investigated (California) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ucla-protesters5-2009dec05,0,6145625.story 
 
Colorado State University bans guns on campus 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/12/04/national/a113917S77.DTL&type=science 
 
In last week, UNH sent out 7 emergency alerts (New Hampishere) 
http://www.unionleader.com/article.aspx?headline=In+last+week%2C+UNH+sent+out+7
+emergency+alerts&articleId=dfa50e4f-1b14-45ee-8888-73356f9f5adb 
 
UCD students split on drama teacher's 'bomb' remark (California) 
http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion/story/2384100.html 
 
S.F. State students seize business building (California) 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/12/10/BA2N1B1P5L.DTL 
 
Binghamton University officials critical of media coverage of stabbing (New York) 
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20091208/NEWS01/912080360/1112 
 
Student tries to shoot math teacher at Va. College 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/08/AR2009120803950.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 

http://www.governor.virginia.gov/MediaRelations/NewsReleases/viewRelease.cfm?id=1156
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/MediaRelations/NewsReleases/viewRelease.cfm?id=1156
http://www.register-herald.com/local/local_story_337220308.html
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-12-02-yale-murder-trial_N.htm
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ucla-protesters5-2009dec05,0,6145625.story
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/12/04/national/a113917S77.DTL&type=science
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/12/04/national/a113917S77.DTL&type=science
http://www.unionleader.com/article.aspx?headline=In+last+week%2C+UNH+sent+out+7+emergency+alerts&articleId=dfa50e4f-1b14-45ee-8888-73356f9f5adb
http://www.unionleader.com/article.aspx?headline=In+last+week%2C+UNH+sent+out+7+emergency+alerts&articleId=dfa50e4f-1b14-45ee-8888-73356f9f5adb
http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion/story/2384100.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/12/10/BA2N1B1P5L.DTL
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20091208/NEWS01/912080360/1112
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/08/AR2009120803950.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/08/AR2009120803950.html?hpid=moreheadlines


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you‘re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

11 

Special Needs 
 
FEMA and Department Of Health and Human Services' Administration On Children And 
Families Improve Disaster Case Management Through Interagency Agreement  
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50037 
 
Food banks adapting for record demand 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/sharing/2009-12-07-foodbanks_N.htm 
 

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50037
http://www.usatoday.com/news/sharing/2009-12-07-foodbanks_N.htm
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Hazard Research and News 
 
Beach vs. Beachfront Property: A Showdown in Florida  
http://news.discovery.com/earth/beach-vs-beachfront-property-a-showdown-in-
florida.html 
 
Tsunami Warning Center Uses Top Technology- Video 
http://news.discovery.com/videos/earth-tsunami-warning-center-uses-top-
technology.html 
 
Quake prediction model developed (California) 
http://www.physorg.com/news179087953.html 
 
Hawaiian hot spot has deep roots 
http://www.physorg.com/news179074389.html 
 
Samoan Tsunami wave was 46 feet high 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091204/ap_on_re_as/as_pacific_earthquake 
 
Storm to test Southern California debris basins 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-debris-basins4-2009dec04,0,1892591.story 
 
San Diego losing its weather vane (California) 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/03/san-diego-losing-its-weather-vane/ 
 
California faces battle in getting more federal fire funding 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-fire-funding5-2009dec05,0,5938552.story 
 
3 dead as wintry weather wallops U.S. 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/US/weather/12/07/winter.storm/index.html 
 
Gas line explodes at Ill. factory; debris kills 1 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_bi_ge/us_plant_explosion 
 

http://news.discovery.com/earth/beach-vs-beachfront-property-a-showdown-in-florida.html
http://news.discovery.com/earth/beach-vs-beachfront-property-a-showdown-in-florida.html
http://news.discovery.com/videos/earth-tsunami-warning-center-uses-top-technology.html
http://news.discovery.com/videos/earth-tsunami-warning-center-uses-top-technology.html
http://www.physorg.com/news179087953.html
http://www.physorg.com/news179074389.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091204/ap_on_re_as/as_pacific_earthquake
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-debris-basins4-2009dec04,0,1892591.story
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/03/san-diego-losing-its-weather-vane/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-fire-funding5-2009dec05,0,5938552.story
http://www.cnn.com/2009/US/weather/12/07/winter.storm/index.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_bi_ge/us_plant_explosion
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Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News  
 
CT Red Cross Disaster Exercise Demonstrates First of Its Kind Regional 
Communications Interoperability (Connecticut) 
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/permalink/?ndmViewId=news_view&news
Id=20091202005687&newsLang=en 
 
Tenn. man arrested for allegedly drunk-dialing 911 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_fe_st/us_odd_drunk_dialing911 
 
 

http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/permalink/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20091202005687&newsLang=en
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/permalink/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20091202005687&newsLang=en
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_fe_st/us_odd_drunk_dialing911
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Other 
 
GULL-WING FIREFIGHTING ATV COULD OPERATE IN THE MIDDLE OF INFERNO 
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2009-12/firefighting-atv-could-operate-middle-
inferno 
 
BRISTOL UNIFORMS: A new generation of firefighting suits loses the bulk 
http://www.popsci.com/bown/2009/product/bristol-uniforms 
 
HIGH-TECH CANINE FLAK JACKET LETS TACTICAL DOGS OPERATE FAR FROM 
HANDLERS 
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2009-12/high-tech-canine-flak-jacket-lets-
tactical-dogs-operate-far-handlers 
 
Third person charged with helping suspected cop killer (Washington) 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/12/04/washington.police.shootings/index.html 
 
Police chiefs turning in badges 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-12-02-police-chiefs-leaving_N.htm 
 
MIT wins $40,000 prize in nationwide balloon-hunt contest 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/12/05/darpa.balloon.challenge/index.html 
 
Think twice before giving the boss a gift 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34276009/ns/business-careers// 
 
Documents: Victim Targeted In Downtown Shooting 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34363555 
 
Budget ax falls in San Diego (California) 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/10/budget-ax-falls-san-diego/ 
 
Miranda rights warning could get rewrite 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34317094/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/ 
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http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2009-12/high-tech-canine-flak-jacket-lets-tactical-dogs-operate-far-handlers
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 International News Stories 
 
Iran 
 
Defiant Iran vows to enrich uranium even more 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091203/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iran_nuclear 
 
Russia has no evidence of Iran nuclear bomb-Putin 
http://www.reuters.com/article/hotStocksNews/idUSGEE5B21IG20091203 
 
Iran chokes off Internet on eve of student rallies 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091206/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran 
 
Exiles keep Iran in touch 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iran-exiles10-
2009dec10,0,456541.story 
 
Iran police clash with protesters 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/07/iran.protest.warnings/index.html 
 
Iran accuses U.S. and Saudis of kidnapping a nuclear scientist 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iran-scientist9-
2009dec09,0,1420129.story 

 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091203/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iran_nuclear
http://www.reuters.com/article/hotStocksNews/idUSGEE5B21IG20091203
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091206/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iran-exiles10-2009dec10,0,456541.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iran-exiles10-2009dec10,0,456541.story
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Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
UN presses for disaster aid at climate talks 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091203/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingdisaster_20091203161
935 
 
Russia's Putin vows to 'break the spine' of terrorism  
http://www.homeland1.com/domestic-international-terrorism/articles/679080-Russias-
Putin-vows-to-break-the-spine-of-terrorism/ 
 
Iraqi counterterror officer falls to his prey 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34277838/ns/world_news-mideastn_africa/ 
 
Google Wave in the Nonprofit World 
http://www.idealist.org/if/idealist/en/blogs/3/2600 
 
Analysis: Abductions disrupt aid work in CAR 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/JBRN-
7YEHTB?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-
P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebH
eadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29 
 
Afghanistan: Quake-affected families become IDPs in east 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-
7YDK9L?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-
P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebH
eadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29 
 
RP needs $4.42B for post-typhoon rehab (Philippines) 
http://business.inquirer.net/money/breakingnews/view/20091202-239764/RP-needs-
442B-for-post-typhoon-rehab 
 
Terrorist Prisoner Evokes Hatred and Sympathy in Sudan- Video 
http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,53247329001_1944365,00.html#ixzz0Y
w499dMF 
 
Bakassi - UN Visits Returnee Camp (Nigeria) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912030332.html 
 
The Man Behind Russia's Deadly Train Blast 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1945253,00.html 
 
Three emergency evacuation centers set up in Jeddah (Saudi Arabia) 
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=129022&d=3&m=12&y=2009&pi
x=kingdom.jpg&category=Kingdom 
 
Under Global Pressure, Sri Lanka Opens Camps 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1945235,00.html 
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http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/JBRN-7YEHTB?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebHeadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-7YDK9L?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebHeadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-7YDK9L?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebHeadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-7YDK9L?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebHeadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-7YDK9L?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ReliefwebHeadlines+%28ReliefWeb++-++Headlines%29
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'Historic' win for terror suspects (United Kingdom) 
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/21/20091201/tuk-historic-win-for-terror-suspects-
6323e80.html 
 
Russian Police Find Car With Explosives Near Railroad Station 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601085&sid=aCn4hXBbOQqA 
 
Australia steps up wildfire preparedness 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091206/ap_on_re_as/as_australia_wildfires_1 
 
Chicago suspect linked to Mumbai attacks 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34313266/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/ 
 
Al-Qaida claims this week's deadly Baghdad blasts (Iraq) 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091210/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq 
 
Millions' worth of gear left in Iraq 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/06/AR2009120602689.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Enhancing local capacities for disaster preparedness in Guatemala: Plan Germany 
starts new project 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=11879&a=email 
 
Phone warning system ready to go (Australia) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=11929&a=email 
 
Risk systems' virtues extolled (Fiji) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=11957&a=email 
 
Academics and experts to gather at international earthquake meeting (Turkey) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=11951&a=email 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
25 years on, Bhopal still suffers from gas leak tragedy (India) 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/02/india.bhopal.anniversary/index.html 
 
Venezuela turns to cloud-seeding to battle drought 
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/environment/2009-11-30-venezuela-drought-
cloud-seeding_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
 
109 killed in Russian nightclub inferno 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/12/04/russia.nightclub.blast/index.html 
 
Five detained as investigators probe deadly Russian nightclub fire 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/12/05/russia.nightclub.fire/index.html 
 
Russian Fire Chief Fired; Death Toll Is 118 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1946160,00.html#ixzz0ZM12FAwQ 
 
Brazil: 20 deaths, thousands homeless in rains 
http://www.homeland1.com/homeland-security-products/emergency-response-
apparel/articles/679389-brazil-20-deaths-thousands-homeless-in-rains/ 
 
Saudi flood death inquiry opens 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8396446.stm 
 
Dozens dead in Pakistan mosque attack 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/04/paksitan.attack/index.html 
 
Deadly blast hits Somali graduation ceremony 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34253090/ns/world_news-africa/ 
 
Economic costs of the 2009 floods in the Fiji sugar belt and policy implications 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11842&a=emai
l 
 
British weather service to publish 150 years of data 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091205/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingbritainweather_200912
05184938 
 
To Deflect an Asteroid, Try a Lasso, Not a Nuke 
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/12/asteroid-deflection-tether/ 
 
India nuclear leak 'inside job'  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8385986.stm 
 
About 1,500 in State evacuated from homes (Republic of Ireland) 
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/1201/1224259804077.html 
 
Violence erupts on anniversary of Greek riots 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34298556/ns/world_news-europe/ 
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Giant iceberg heading toward Australia 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/science/12/09/australia.iceberg/index.html 
 
The unusual suspects 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/04/AR2009120403633.html?hpid=sec-health 
 
Russia reigns over its weather 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-moscow-snow8-
2009dec08,0,2120312.story 
 
Wave of coordinated attacks in Iraq kills 127 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq 
 
Bangladesh, Myanmar 'worst-hit' by extreme weather 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091208/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingriskweather 
 
Geographical position makes country vulnerable to disasters – NDMO (Botswana) 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=11868&a=email 
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International Affairs 
 
Obama receives NATO, U.N. backing on Afghanistan 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/12/02/obama.world.reax/index.html 
 
Ex-U.N. investigator scolds U.S. on Darfur 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/03/AR2009120304429.html?hpid=sec-nation 
 
Mahila Participates in the 30th Anniversary of the United Nation‘s Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination  
http://www.mahilapartnership.org/downloads/CEDAW%20Press%20Release.pdf 
 
Australia PM Rudd warns dwindling resources threaten Asian peace 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/1022482/1/.html 
 
Taliban shadow officials offer concrete alternative (Afghanistan) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/07/AR2009120704127.html?hpid=topnews 
 
U.S. Tries Direct Talks with North Korea 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1946145,00.html 
 
U.N. chief talks with Sudan president on crisis 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/africa/12/08/un.sudan/index.html 
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Global Warming/Climate Change News Articles (U.S. and 
International) 

 
Gov. Schwarzenegger Releases First-of-its-Kind Comprehensive Climate 
Adaptation Strategy 
http://calemanews.wordpress.com/2009/12/03/gov-schwarzenegger-releases-first-of-its-
kind-comprehensive-climate-adaptation-strategy/ 
 
Global warming may require higher dams, stilts 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091203/ap_on_sc/sci_climate_adapting 
 
New Calif. panel to suggest actions if global warming can't be stopped 
http://www.homeland1.com/disaster-preparedness/articles/679087-New-Calif-panel-to-
suggest-actions-if-global-warming-cant-be-stopped/ 
 
'Adapt or die' becomes mantra against warming 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34261272/ns/us_news-environment/ 
 
In e-mails, science of warming is hot debate 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/04/AR2009120404511.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Climate head steps down over e-mail leak 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/12/02/climate.stolen.emails/index.html 
 
The Tragedy of the Himalayas 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1929071_1929070,00.html 
 
Destroyed US town a model of eco-living as it rebuilds 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091205/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingusenvironmentenergy_
20091205175755 
 
Climate change threatens life in Shishmaref, Alaska 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/science/12/03/shishmaref.alaska.climate.change/index.
html 
 
Exhibit Shows Grim Vision of Climate Chaos 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/12/04/entertainment/main5891675.shtml?tag=cbs
newsLeadStoriesAreaMain;cbsnewsLeadStoriesPrimary 
 
Traditional indigenous fire management techniques deployed against climate change 
(Australia) 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2009-11/unu-tif112409.php 
 
Dutch defense against climate change: Adapt 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/05/AR2009120502186.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
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Rainforests turned into smoldering ruins 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/06/indonesia.burning.rainforest/index.html 
 
EPA: Greenhouse gases are harmful to humans 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34311724/ns/us_news-environment/ 
 
China, India helped draft controversial 'Copenhagen Agreement,' insider says 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-danish-text11-
2009dec11,0,2614638.story 
 
Nations seek climate financing for poor countries 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091210/ap_on_sc/climate 
 
Copenhagen's Real Challenge: Technology to Meet the Targets 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1929071_1929070_194664
9,00.html#ixzz0ZLzeYfR8 
 
UN: 2000-2009 likely warmest decade on record 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091208/ap_on_sc/climate 
 
Refining the Projections on Global Temperature Rise 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1929071_1929070_194624
2,00.html 
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News 
 
A greener way to get electricity from natural gas 
http://www.physorg.com/news179058845.html 
 
Google May Build Green-Tech Power Plants 
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/12/google-greentech-power-plants/ 
 
Wind turbines don't lower home property values 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2009/12/green-homes-value-
doesnt-fall-because-of-wind-turbines/1?loc=interstitialskip 
 
UN halts funds to China wind farms 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/BUSINESS/12/01/un.china.wind.ft/index.html 
 
Is shale an answer to the energy question? 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34253199/ns/us_news-environment/ 
 
University To Use Earth's Temps To Heat Its Buildings (Indiana) 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=121021935 
 
Windmill House- Video (Connecticut) 
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/living/2009/12/05/wfsb.windmill.house.wfsb 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.physorg.com/news179058845.html
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/12/google-greentech-power-plants/
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2009/12/green-homes-value-doesnt-fall-because-of-wind-turbines/1?loc=interstitialskip
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2009/12/green-homes-value-doesnt-fall-because-of-wind-turbines/1?loc=interstitialskip
http://www.cnn.com/2009/BUSINESS/12/01/un.china.wind.ft/index.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34253199/ns/us_news-environment/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=121021935
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/living/2009/12/05/wfsb.windmill.house.wfsb


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you‘re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

24 

Reports 
 
Mass Shootings at Virginia Tech:  Addendum to the Report of the Review Panel 
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/TempContent/techPanelReport-
docs/VT_Addendum_12-2-2009.pdf 
 
Haiti: a gathering storm 
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/11874_retrieveattachments1.pdf 
 
Relationship between natural disasters and poverty: A Fiji case study 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11851&a=emai
l 
 
Climate change risks to Australia's coasts: a first national pass assessment 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11865&a=emai
l 
 
Investing in a more sustainable Indonesia 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11888&a=emai
l 
 
Global climate risk index 2010: Who is the most vulnerable? Weather-related loss events 
1990 and how Copenhagen needs to respond 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11973&a=emai
l 
 
Towards a resilient future: experiences with community managed disaster risk reduction 
and climate change adaptation 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11894&a=emai
l 
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Additional Information 
 
Pet Emergency Kit- Video (Philadelphia, PA)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWmMy8LKuxA&feature=autoshare_twitter 
 
2009 ONE Africa Award- Video  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WUwj3jzCno&feature=player_embedded 
 
FEMA Coordinates with AmeriCorps- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=102122023148260&ref=nf 
 
Former NFL Football Players Visit American Samoa [HQ]- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=102154546478341&ref=nf 
 
2009 Vigilant Guard Exercise Website (New York) 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oem/html/about/drills_vigilant_guard.shtml 
 
2009 CERT Exercise Website (New York) 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oem/html/news/09_02_11_randalls_island.shtml 
 
Anatomy of a Resolution: The General Assembly in UNHCR History 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/EGUA-7YERFW?OpenDocument 
 
Accessible Technology On-line Seminar Series 
http://www.ada-audio.org/Webinar/AccessibleTechnology/Schedule/ 
 
Mumbai attacks: One year on 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8373836.stm 
 
Bhopal 25 Years Later Photo Essay (India) 
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1943455,00.html 
 
Accommodating migration to promote adaptation to climate change 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11872&a=emai
l 
 
Review of Social Vulnerability to Disasters 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/76/?sending=10812 
 
Review of Security Manager's Guide to Disasters: Managing Through Emergencies, 
Violence, and Other Workplace Threats 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/74/?sending=10812 
 
Review of Through a Night of Horrors: Voices from the 1900 Galveston Storm 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/72/?sending=10812 
 
Review of A Weekend in September 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/71/?sending=10812 
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 Elderly Populations in Disasters:  Hospital Guidelines for Geriatric Preparedness 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/bhpp/hepp-geriatrictoolkit-nov2009.pdf 
 
Distributional impacts of climate change and disasters: concepts and cases 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11927&a=emai
l 
 
Second session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction proceedings: creating 
linkages for a safer tomorrow 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11963&a=emai
l 
 
2009 California Climate Adaptation Strategy 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11920&a=emai
l 
 
Women, gender and disaster: global issues and initiatives 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11979&a=emai
l 
 
University of Central Florida Office of Emergency Management Website 
http://www.emergency.ucf.edu/ 
 
 
Emergency Services/Management Facebook Pages 
 
Ten Balloons, Ten Ways: How Emergency Mgmt & Social Media Work Together 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ten-Balloons-Ten-Ways-How-Emergency-Mgmt-Social-
Media-Work-Together/186680516394?ref=mf 
 
York County, Maine Emergency Management Agency 
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?ref=sgm&id=100000508782554 
 
MSB - Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=51233776108 
 
Country Fire Authority (Australia) 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5906992318&ref=search&sid=674114528.358
0209222..1&v=info 
 
 
In Their Memory- Video 
Orleans Parish Coroner Dr. Frank Minyard talks about FEMA's DMORT helped identify 
victims after Katrina. 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=102072719819857&ref=nf 
 
 
NIMS in Action: A Case Study of the Systemôs Use and Utility 
The National Incident Management System aimed to standardize disaster response, but 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/bhpp/hepp-geriatrictoolkit-nov2009.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11927&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11927&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11963&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11963&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11920&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11920&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11979&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11979&a=email
http://www.emergency.ucf.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ten-Balloons-Ten-Ways-How-Emergency-Mgmt-Social-Media-Work-Together/186680516394?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ten-Balloons-Ten-Ways-How-Emergency-Mgmt-Social-Media-Work-Together/186680516394?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?ref=sgm&id=100000508782554
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=51233776108
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5906992318&ref=search&sid=674114528.3580209222..1&v=info
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5906992318&ref=search&sid=674114528.3580209222..1&v=info
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=102072719819857&ref=nf
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questions remain about its use and usefulness. This Natural Hazards Center Quick 
Response report by North Dakota State University Researcher Jessica Jensen 
examines NIMS use in state and a local emergency operations centers and finds NIMS 
can have unintended benefits, even while its implementation sometimes falls short of its 
goals. 
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/research/qr/qr203.pdf 
 
 
Project White Horse 
When disasters and emergencies strike, people often look for someone to gallop in on a 
white horse to save the day—and this Web site aims to saddle up riders. Billed as a 
forum for exchanging ideas on decision making and leadership, the site is part e-zine, 
part online community, with an emphasis on building leaders prepared to respond 
quickly and wisely in times of crisis. 
http://www.projectwhitehorse.com/index.htm 
 
 
Interactive Tsunami Guide 
In a wave of recent Tsunami sites, this flashy, fact-filled offering from the researchers at 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution rises above the rest. The site teaches 
everything from tsunami science to how they‘re studied to how to survive one. Interactive 
maps, firsthand accounts from survivors, and tsunami videos are just some of interesting 
and useful information you‘ll find. 
http://www.whoi.edu/home/interactive/tsunami/ 
 
 
AlertNet Climate Change 
AlertNet, the Thomson Reuters Foundation project that shines a spotlight on the 
humanitarian aspects of emergencies, has just dedicated a section of its site to the 
social impacts of climate change. The new page offers news stories, video, photography, 
blogs, commentary, and resources to keep visitors informed about the ways in which 
climate change is affecting populations worldwide. 
http://alertnet.org/db/climatechange.htm 

 
 

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION MONTH, 2009 
A PROCLAMATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Critical infrastructure protection is an essential element of a resilient and secure nation. 
Critical infrastructure are the assets, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, 
so vital to the United States that their incapacitation or destruction would have a 
debilitating effect on security, national economic security, public health or safety. From 
water systems to computer networks, power grids to cellular phone towers, risks to 
critical infrastructure can result from a complex combination of threats and hazards, 
including terrorist attacks, accidents, and natural disasters.  During Critical Infrastructure 
Protection Month, we pledge to work together to shelter our communities from the harm 
of uncertain threats. 
  
My Administration is committed to ensuring our country‘s essential resources are safe 
and capable of recovering from disruptive incidents. The Department of Homeland 
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Security is leading a coordinated national program to reduce risks and improve our 
national preparedness, timely response, and rapid recovery in the event of an attack, 
natural disaster, or other emergency. The Department, in collaboration with other 
Federal stakeholders, State, local, and tribal governments, and private sector partners, 
has developed the National Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP) to establish a 
framework for securing our resources and maintaining their resilience from all hazards 
during an event or emergency. 
  
During Critical Infrastructure Protection Month, we rededicate ourselves to safeguarding 
and strengthening our Nation‘s infrastructure. Additionally, members of the public and 
private sectors should work with their appropriate State, regional, and local authorities to 
engage in critical infrastructure protection activities being coordinated across the 
country. Americans can learn more about the NIPP and its partnership framework by 
visiting: www.dhs.gov/criticalinfrastructure. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim December 2009 as Critical Infrastructure Protection Month. I call 
upon the people of the United States to recognize the importance of partnering to protect 
our Nation‘s resources and to observe this month with appropriate events and training to 
enhance our national security and resilience. 
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 
  
BARACK OBAMA 
 

http://www.dhs.gov/criticalinfrastructure

