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ñWe are not afraid to entrust the American people with unpleasant facts, 

foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and competitive values. For a nation that 
is afraid to let its people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is 

a nation that is afraid of its people.ò 
John F. Kennedy 
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 H1N1 Pandemic 
 
Taming the flu: Researchers create map of interactions between flu virus and its human 
host 
http://www.physorg.com/news180368422.html 
 
Number of Americans getting tests for swine flu plummets, report shows 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/18/AR2009121801904.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
WHO not ready to declare H1N1 pandemic over; U.S. officials urge vaccination 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/17/AR2009121701309.html?hpid=sec-world 
 
H1N1 rebound feared in January 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/16/winter-wave-h1n1-feared/ 
 
Despite U.S. guidelines, flight attendants aren't handing ill passengers face masks 
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-me-flu-airplane16-2009dec16,0,2217947.story 
 
Research: Aggressive infection control protects cancer patients from acquiring H1N1 
influenza 
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2009/12/research-aggressive-infection-control-protects-
cancer-patients-from-acquiring-h1n1-influenza/ 
 
Study shows one dose of H1N1 vaccine may be enough for children 
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-sci-swine-flu-vaccine22-
2009dec22,0,7581593.story 
 
5 million doses of nasal H1N1 vaccine recalled 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34541044/ns/health-cold_and_flu/ 
 
Volunteers vaccinate homeless against H1N1 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/US/12/22/florida.swine.flu.homeless/index.html 
 
How contagious is H1N1? New study finds out 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34633961/ns/health-cold_and_flu/ 
 
Children more likely to catch swine flu, says new research 
http://www.physorg.com/news181457262.html 
 
HHS to reveal new H1N1 PSA during college bowl 
http://www.prweekus.com/hhs-to-reveal-new-h1n1-psa-during-college-
bowl/article/160418/ 

 

http://www.physorg.com/news180368422.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/18/AR2009121801904.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/18/AR2009121801904.html?hpid=moreheadlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/17/AR2009121701309.html?hpid=sec-world
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/12/17/AR2009121701309.html?hpid=sec-world
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2009/dec/16/winter-wave-h1n1-feared/
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-me-flu-airplane16-2009dec16,0,2217947.story
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2009/12/research-aggressive-infection-control-protects-cancer-patients-from-acquiring-h1n1-influenza/
http://bigmedicine.ca/wordpress/2009/12/research-aggressive-infection-control-protects-cancer-patients-from-acquiring-h1n1-influenza/
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-sci-swine-flu-vaccine22-2009dec22,0,7581593.story
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-sci-swine-flu-vaccine22-2009dec22,0,7581593.story
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34541044/ns/health-cold_and_flu/
http://www.cnn.com/2009/US/12/22/florida.swine.flu.homeless/index.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34633961/ns/health-cold_and_flu/
http://www.physorg.com/news181457262.html
http://www.prweekus.com/hhs-to-reveal-new-h1n1-psa-during-college-bowl/article/160418/
http://www.prweekus.com/hhs-to-reveal-new-h1n1-psa-during-college-bowl/article/160418/


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you‘re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

4 

International News Stories 
 
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami Anniversary 
 
Tsunami survivor: Baby brought me luck 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/21/banda.aceh.survivor.tsunami/index.htm
l 
 
Tsunami-battered countries restart, rebuild amid challenges 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/22/tsunami.anniversary.rebuilding/index.ht
ml 
 
5 years later: 10 Mega-Quake Lessons 
http://news.discovery.com/earth/tsunami-sumatra-andaman-anniversary.html 
 
Five years after the Indian Ocean Tsunami – are we better prepared and more resilient 
to disasters? 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12158&a=email 
 
BBC World News to broadcast ‗Tsunami Revisited‘ 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12160&a=email 
 
Asian tsunami five years on – Red Cross Red Crescent urges action on disaster risk 
reduction 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12135&a=email 
 
Remembering the tsunami: 'We'll never really forget' 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/26/tsunami.anniversary/index.html 
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Iran 
 
Iran acknowledges prisoners were beaten to death 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091219/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran_elections 
 
Reports: 3 Iranian prison officials charged in deaths of protesters 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/19/iran.detainee.death.trial/index.html 
 
Iraq accuses Iran of seizing oil well near border 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091218/ap_on_bi_ge/ml_iraq_iran_oil 
 
Mullen worries about Iran running out clock on U.S 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/eu_us_iran 
 
Yemen's Hidden War: Is Iran Causing Trouble? 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1947623,00.html 
 
Is Iran Playing Games With 'Hostages'?  
http://blog.newsweek.com/blogs/declassified/archive/2009/12/17/is-iran-playing-games-
with-hostages.aspx 
 
Six Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo Bay to be repatriated 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/18/AR2009121800898.html?hpid=topnews 
 
Iran tests missile, stoking tensions with the West 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091216/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran_missile 
 
Spiritual father of Iran's reform movement dies 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091220/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran_obit_montazeri 
 
Iran's President: 'Smoking Gun' a U.S. Fabrication 
http://abcnews.go.com/WN/diane-sawyers-exclusive-interview-mahmoud-
ahmadinejad/story?id=9383487 
 
Iran cleric's funeral becomes opposition protest 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34507070/ns/world_news-mideastn_africa/ 
 
Iran Nuclear Negotiator Calls for Arms Ban 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1949102,00.html 
 
Parliament calls for arrest of Moussavi, two other opposition leaders 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/30/iran.rallies/index.html 
 
Iran police vow to crush protesters with no mercy 
http://apnews.myway.com/article/20091230/D9CTKPMG0.html 
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VIDEO CAPTURES IRANIAN POLICE USING VEHICLES TO PLOW INTO 
PROTESTERS 

http://www.breitbart.tv/video-captures-iranian-police-using-vehicles-to-plow-into-
protesters/ 
 
Fire heavily damages office of reformist Iranian lawmaker 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/31/iran.fire.lawmaker.office/index.html 
 
Riot police march through Tehran 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/c0bb941a-f559-11de-90ab-
00144feab49a.html?nclick_check=1 
 
Iran's opposition leader defiant after new threats 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100101/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran 
 
Iran warns West it will make its own nuclear fuel 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2010-01-02-iran-nuclear_N.htm 
 
Late cleric's son warns of more Iran turmoil: report 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20100102/wl_nm/us_iran_dissident 
 
The Death of Theocracy 
http://www.newsweek.com/id/228744 
 
Iran says Iraq border incident a "misunderstanding" 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20091222/wl_nm/us_iran_iraq_border 
 
Tehran Plans a Major Military Exercise 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB126254286128213977.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_MIDDLTop
Stories 
 
Clinton slams 'ruthless repression' of protestors in Iran 
http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=CNG.ddf1d3c1eb6d81b959257820155d3d51.33
1&show_article=1 
 
Tehran professors denounce violence on protesters 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100104/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iran 
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Civil Preparedness, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
NATO chief asks Russia to bolster help for Afghanistan 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/12/17/russia.nato.helicopters.afghanistan/ind
ex.html 
 
Saving Earth From an Asteroid Will Take Diplomats, Not Heroes 
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/12/saving-earth-from-an-asteroid/ 
 
Mumbai gunman recants confession, alleges torture (India) 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091218/ap_on_re_as/as_india_shooting 
 
U.N. alters process for maintaining terror list 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/12/17/al.qaeda.sanctions/index.html 
 
Hackers Steal S. Korean-U.S. Military Secrets 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1948682,00.html 
 
Afghans fleeing Taliban are flooding Tajikistan 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/16/AR2009121604129.html?hpid=sec-world 
 
Suspected Terror Group 'Filmed London Sites' (United Kingdom) 
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/5/20091215/tuk-suspected-terror-group-filmed-london-
45dbed5.html 
 
Olympic torch delayed by Toronto protesters (Canada) 
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2009/12/17/toornto-torch.html 
 
British troops to get first new camouflage in 40 years 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/12/20/uk.army.camouflage/index.html 
 
Police expect Mumbai-style terror attack on City of London (United Kingdom) 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article6962867.ece 
 
Civil Defence plans online emergency system (New Zealand) 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/3178239/Civil-Defence-plans-online-emergency-system 
 
National Health Service in England Pilots 111 Service to Reduce Paramedic and 
Ambulance Calls (United Kingdom) 
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/EMNews.htm#England911Service18Dec2009 
 
UN Disaster Teams Reach 1,000th Deployment 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0912/S00531.htm 
 
The science of the Afghan insurgency 
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/columnist/vergano/2009-12-19-science-afghan-
insurgency_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
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Somali tried to board plane with chemicals, syringe 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/africa/12/30/somalia.airline.arrest/index.html 
 
Dutch to use full body scanners for U.S. flights 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34630097/ns/us_news-airliner_attack/ 
 
Putin Urges US To Share Missile Defense Data 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/12/29/ap/world/main6032803.shtml 
 
U.N. to pull some staff from Pakistan over security  
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SGE5BU0CQ.htm 
 
Nema Plans Disaster Management Framework (Nigeria) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912290368.html 
 
Gordon Brown orders airport security review (United Kingdom) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8436758.stm 
 
Britain, US funding Yemen anti-terror police unit 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/topstories/2010-01-02-2057002797_x.htm 
 
Threats shut Yemen‘s U.S., U.K. embassies 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34667062/ns/world_news-mideastn_africa/ 
 
Repatriation : ceremony of Michelle Lang- Video (Canada) 
http://watch.ctv.ca/news/latest/repatriation/#clip251508 
 
Spain raises terror alert level for EU role  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8434724.stm 
 
India Assures Tight Security for Commonwealth Games 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB126216888152109995.html?mod=googlenews_wsj 
 
Kremlin Vow to Overhaul Police Rings Hollow (Russian Federation) 
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/article/396837.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_me
dium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+themoscowtimes%2FRUXi+%28The+Moscow+T
imes%29&utm_content=Google+Reader 
 
Vatican to review security after papal knock-down 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091225/ap_on_re_eu/world_christmas 
 
UNESCO: Beijing appeal for disaster risk reduction and climate change at World 
Heritage properties in the Asia and the Pacific region 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12134&a=email 
 
European Commission allocates €2 million for disaster risk reduction in South Caucasus 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12136&a=email 
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No talks until Pakistan acts on Mumbai attacks: India 
http://www.gulf-
times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=333389&version=1&template_id=40
&parent_id=22 
 
Russia, U.S. plan unprecedented nuclear cut: Lavrov 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/22/AR2009122200222.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Tsunami drill today (Sri Lanka) 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2009/12/26/news12.asp 
 
Terrorist cells still wired and buzzing, police warn 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/12/22/terrorist-cells-still-wired-and-buzzing-
police-warn.html 
 
Emergency Mode as Flood Death Toll Rises (Kenya) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201001041803.html 
 
ASEAN: Regional disaster management agreement enters into force 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12199&a=email 
 
India: World Bank approves the national Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12200&a=email 
 
Pakistan: Five more ministries join disaster risk reduction group 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12193&a=email 
 
Taiwan: Legislature suggests local disaster relief, prevention alliances 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12189&a=email 
 
WFP suspends operations in much of southern Somalia  
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LDE6040KW.htm 
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Hazard Research and News 
 
Thousands freed from Channel Tunnel after trains fail  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8421875.stm 
 
Subfreezing weather batters Europe 
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/winter/2009-12-20-europe-cold_N.htm 
 
Rescuers search for Lebanon shipwreck victims 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/18/lebanon.shipwreck/index.html 
 
Strong quake hits Taiwan, minor damage reported 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/us_taiwan_quake 
 
Israeli leaders condemn mosque attack 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34497324/ns/world_news-washington_post/ 
 
Big freeze kills at least 80 across Europe 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091221/wl_afp/europestormweather 
 
Dozens hurt as plane runs off end of runway at Jamaican airport 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/12/22/jamaica.plane/index.html 
 
Taliban blow up Pakistan girls school: official 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091223/wl_sthasia_afp/pakistanunrestnorthwesteducatio
n 
 
S.Korea issues warning against 'yellow dust' 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091225/sc_afp/skoreachinamongoliaenvironment_20091
225185942 
 
Magma building up in Philippines' Mayon volcano 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091227/ap_on_re_as/as_philippines_volcano 
 
South Asian Threat? Local Nuclear War = Global Suffering 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=local-nuclear-war 
 
Australian residents return to razed homes 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/12/29/international/i221324S65.DTL&type=science 
 
Killer superbug solution discovered in Norway 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34633137/ns/health-infectious_diseases/ 
 
Ethiopia rejects warning of hunger after drought 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8436534.stm 
 
Mudslides kill 30 in Brazilian resort area 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34652661/ns/weather/ 
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Volcano erupts in Congo 
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/01/02/congo.volcano/index.html 
 
Britain facing one of the coldest winters in 100 years, experts predict 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/weather/6921281/Britain-facing-one-of-the-coldest-
winters-in-100-years-experts-predict.html 
 
Tajikistan quake 'leaves 10,000 without shelter' 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100103/wl_afp/tajikistanquake 
 
Swiss avalanches kill 5; 3 missing beneath snow 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/eu_switzerland_avalanche_deaths 
 
Snow paralyses Beijing as north China braces for cold 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/1028248/1/.html 
 
Russia may send spacecraft to knock away asteroid 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091230/ap_on_sc/eu_russia_asteroid_encounter 
 
Russians plan to use cloud seeding to curtail heavy snowfall in Moscow 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/18/AR2009121803633.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
 
Hundreds flee Australia flooding 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8438379.stm 
 
Peru's mountain people face fight for survival in a bitter winter 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jan/03/peru-mountain-farmers-winter-cold 
 
Seoul buried in heaviest snowfall in 70 years 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100104/ap_on_re_as/as_asia_storms 
 
Hell on Earth: Australia‘s Ferocious Fires Hit Surprisingly Close to Home 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Hell-on-Earth-Australias-Ferocious-Fires.html 
 
Scientists advocate for functional floodplains 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12180&a=email 
 
1,000 people homeless on Solomons after tsunami 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100105/ap_on_re_as/as_solomon_islands_quakes 
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International Affairs 
 
China Calls for Nuclear Talks to Resume 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1948298,00.html 
 
Israel: Olmert 'Offered Land Swap' 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1948287,00.html 
 
Karzai announces new Afghan Cabinet 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/asiapcf/12/19/afghan.karzai.cabinet/index.html 
 
U.N. officials: U.S. aide plotted to oust Karzai 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34458617/ns/world_news-the_new_york_times/ 
 
Obama wrote a personal letter to North Korea's Kim Jong Il 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/15/AR2009121504287.html?hpid=sec-world 
 
Lebanon and Syria move to thaw relations 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/12/20/lebanon.syria/index.html 
 
Mexico's Calderon proposes major political reform 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091215/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/lt_mexico_political_reform 
 
Abbas to remain Palestinian president beyond January 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8416021.stm 
 
Chavez: U.S. spy plane in Venezuela‘s airspace 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34504415/ns/world_news-venezuela/ 
 
Taiwan: China Envoy Sees Move toward Peace 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1949088,00.html 
 
Radical Islam meets a buffer in West Africa 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/20/AR2009122002626.html?hpid=topnews 
 
N. Korea vows to achieve nuclear-free Koreas 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091231/ap_on_re_as/as_nkorea_new_year_s_message 
 
Hundreds of activists protest against Gaza blockade 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8436374.stm 
 
Hong Kong marchers call for ‗Democracy Now!‘ (China) 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34650768/ns/world_news-asiapacific/ 
 
Who Needs Peace, Love, And Understanding, Anyway? 
http://www.newsweek.com/id/228840 
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Will The Next War Be Fought Over Water? 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122195532 
 
Darfur situation remains 'volatile': UNAMID chief 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091229/wl_africa_afp/sudanconflictdarfurunafricanunion 
 
Egypt defends Gaza wall 
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2009/12/20091222134531894506.html 
 
In Kenya, ethnic distrust is as deep as the machete scars 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/story/2009/12/21/ST2009122103403.html?hpid=topnews 
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Global Warming/Climate Change News Articles (U.S. and 
International) 

 
World must prepare for mass climate migration: IOM 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091218/sc_afp/unclimatewarmingmigrationiom 
 
Copenhagen climate summit: Five possible scenarios for our future climate 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/dec/18/copenhagen-five-climate-scenarios 
 
Obama says 'unprecedented' deal reached on climate 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091218/ap_on_re_eu/climate_obama 
 
Aid group tries to reduce carbon footprint of weddings in Kashmir Valley 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/12/17/AR2009121704675.html?hpid=artslot 
 
GOP's global warming rumble: Sarah Palin v. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/csm/269368 
 
Climate reality: Voluntary efforts not enough 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34492666/ns/us_news-environment/ 
 
Thin climate accord a small step in long process 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/climate_analysis 
 
Lessons From the Copenhagen Climate Talks 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1929071_1929070_194905
4,00.html 
 
Europe feels left out in cold on climate deal 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091221/ap_on_bi_ge/climate 
 
Forest plan gets the ax at UN climate talks 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091219/ap_on_sc/climate_forests 
 
No Rise of Airborne Fraction of Carbon Dioxide in Past 150 Years, New Research Finds 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/12/091230184221.htm 
 
African Union pushes the envelope on 'climate migrants' 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12188&a=email 
 
Volunteerism boosts in response to climate challenge and associated risks 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php?id=12195&a=email 
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Alternate Energy Research and Development News 
 
Hot Electrons Could Double Solar Cell Power Efficiency 
http://www.physorg.com/news180365359.html 
 
Hawaii in early stages of energy evolution 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/12/18/king.sotu.hawaii/index.html 
 
L.A. utility shelves plans for solar farm near Salton Sea 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-la-solar16-2009dec16,0,2282198.story 
 
China adopts law to boost renewable energy industry 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091226/sc_afp/chinaenergyclimate_20091226170051 
 
Are Engines the Future of Solar Power? 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=are-engines-the-future-of-solar-power 
 
Engineered tobacco plants have more potential as a biofuel 
http://www.physorg.com/news181457322.html 
 
Silicon Valley banks on 'clean tech' and solar power 
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/news/2009-12-21-valley-green-solar-
power_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip 
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Reports 
 
Emergency Preparedness Education for the Latino Community Conducted by Health 
Promoters: A Mini Pilot Study (Maryland) 
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-
Detail/18/stateId__7746/resourceId__17574/ 
 
Climate change and hunger 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12007&a=emai
l 
 
Status report on disaster risk reduction in Sub-Saharan Africa, preliminary version, June 
2009 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12061&a=emai
l 
 
Children and disaster risk reduction: Taking stock and moving forward 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12085&a=emai
l 
 
9/11 Memorial 2009 Year End Update 
http://www.national911memorial.org/site/DocServer/09_YearEnd_Annual_P9.pdf?docID
=7641 
  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Inspector General CDC‘S 
CHEMPACK PROJECT:  NERVE AGENT ANTIDOTE STORAGE Report 
http://www.oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-04-08-00040.pdf 
 
Florida State Emergency Response Commission for Hazardous Materials Annual Report 
2008 
http://www.floridadisaster.org/cps/SERC/sercreport2008.pdf 
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Additional Information 
 

Emergency Management Solutions Newsletter 
http://luciencanton.typepad.com/files/newsletter-december-2009.pdf 
 
Purdue University Emergency Preparedness Website 
http://www.iupui.edu/~prepared/news/4389/Helping-Students-in-Distress 
 
Podcast: Lessons Learned from a Community College Fire 
http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/MassNotification/News/?NewsID=3631 
 
White House Fellowship Program 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/fellows/about/ 
 
Deputy Administrator Serino Resolve To Be Ready PSA- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=102814749745654&ref=nf 
 
Impact Evaluation in the Post-disaster Setting: A Conceptual Discussion in the Context 
of the 2005 Pakistan Earthquake 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-7YRBA5?OpenDocument 
 
Elected Officials‘ Guide to Emergencies and Disasters: The Basics of Community 
Response (Virginia) 
http://www.vdem.virginia.gov/library/handbooks/ElectedOfficialsGuide2009.pdf 
 
Evacuating Populations with Special Needs: Routes to Effective Evacuation Planning 
Primer Series 
http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop09022/fhwahop09022.pdf 
 
Humanitarian assistance: towards building a regional mechanism 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11992&a=emai
l 
 
Information and communications technology for disaster risk reduction 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12029&a=emai
l 
 
Fact sheet: stepping up international action on climate change - the road to Copenhagen 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12042&a=emai
l 
 
GFDRR partnership strategy 2009–2012: reducing disaster risks for sustainable 
development 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12050&a=emai
l 
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How local communities and global development agencies reduce vulnerability to natural 
disasters and climate change: examples from the Pacific 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12052&a=emai
l 
 
Town watching handbook for disaster education: enhancing experiential learning 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12062&a=emai
l 
 
An Operational Framework for Resilience 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/83/ 
 
Application of the "Spider-Web Approach" to Korean Emergency Management 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/81/?sending=10834 
 
Early Warning Systems for Disasters in Jordan: Current and Future Trends 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/75/?sending=10834 
 
Review of How Terrorism Ends: Understanding the Decline and Demise of Terrorist 
Campaigns 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/80/?sending=10834 
 
Review of Medical Disaster Response: A Survival Guide for Hospitals in Mass Casualty 
Events 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/77/?sending=10834 
 
Learning from Crisis: A Framework of Management, Learning and Implementation in 
Response to Crises 
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/85/?sending=10834 
 
Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Why One Inch Hail Criterion? 
http://www.weather.gov/oneinchhail/index.html 
 
Powering the Earth 
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2009/environment/energy/ 
 
Five Reasons Why FEMA Should Stay at DHS 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandSecurity/wm2736.cfm 
 
Philadelphia, PA Office of Emergency Management, Snow Emergency, December 19, 
20 & 21, 2009 Videos 
http://oem.readyphiladelphia.org/RelId/607779/ISvars/default/Snow_Emergency.htm 
 
Local Emergency Managers' Perspective- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=1074858569857&ref=nf 
 
United Nations, Year in Review 2009 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF9udX5Hr_Y 
 
 

http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12052&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12052&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12062&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12062&a=email
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/83/
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/81/?sending=10834
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/75/?sending=10834
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/80/?sending=10834
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/77/?sending=10834
http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/85/?sending=10834
http://www.weather.gov/oneinchhail/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2009/environment/energy/
http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandSecurity/wm2736.cfm
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Understanding Disaster Impacts- Video 
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=1078259494878&ref=nf 
 
JibJab, Never a Year Like '09 
http://sendables.jibjab.com/originals/never_a_year_like_09 
 
Community managed disaster risk reduction: training curriculum 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/edu-
materials/v.php?id=12131&a=email 
 
Risk knowledge fundamentals: guidelines and lessons for establishing and 
institutionalizing disaster loss databases 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12111&a=emai
l 
 
Adaptation for developing countries in a post-2012 UN climate regime 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12118&a=emai
l 
 
1-2-3 of disaster education 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12088&a=emai
l 
 
Invest today for safer tomorrow: Issue 1, July-September 2009 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12163&a=emai
l 
 
Indigenous knowledge and disaster risk reduction: from practice to policy 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12170&a=emai
l 
 
Good practices and tools on disaster risk reduction in education in Central Asia: 
compendium 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12164&a=emai
l 
 
Disaster risk management: social participation, gender equality and cultural/indigenous 
approach 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11862&a=emai
l 
 
University of Washington Office of Emergency Management, January 2010 Newsletter 
http://www.washington.edu/emergency/files/documents/UWEM_Newsletter_Jan_2010.p
df 
 
Seattle, WA Office of Emergency Management, November 2009 Newsletter 
http://www.seattle.gov/emergency/docs/Newsletter1109final.pdf 
 
Special Populations: Emergency and Disaster Preparedness Web Resources 
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/outreach/specialpopulationsanddisasters.html#a6 
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http://sendables.jibjab.com/originals/never_a_year_like_09
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/edu-materials/v.php?id=12131&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/edu-materials/v.php?id=12131&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12111&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12111&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12118&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12118&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12088&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12088&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12163&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12163&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12170&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12170&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12164&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=12164&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11862&a=email
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=11862&a=email
http://www.washington.edu/emergency/files/documents/UWEM_Newsletter_Jan_2010.pdf
http://www.washington.edu/emergency/files/documents/UWEM_Newsletter_Jan_2010.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/emergency/docs/Newsletter1109final.pdf
http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/outreach/specialpopulationsanddisasters.html#a6


This service is brought to in cooperation with the International Association of Emergency 
Managers (IAEM).  If you‘re interested in learning more about IAEM, please visit our website 

at: http://www.iaem.com/ 

 

Disclaimer: The information included in this document does not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the editor or IAEM.  Steve Detwiler or IAEM do not endorse or support any agency, 

organization, or company that posts or distributes this document.  

20 

 
DomPrep Journal, December 2009 Edition 
http://www.domesticpreparedness.com/pub/docs/DPJDec09.pdf 
 
FEMA National Advisory Council Members- Updated 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/nac/nac_member_bio_book.pdf 
 
Letter to Florida Governor Crist on allegations again Ruben Almaguer 
http://www.tampabay.com/specials/2010/PDFs/ruben_almaguer/letter_reccomending_ru
bens_removal.pdf 
 
Ruben Almaguer Resignation Letter as the Interim Division Manager of the Florida 
Division of Emergency Management 
http://www.tampabay.com/specials/2010/PDFs/ruben_almaguer/letter_from_ruben.pdf 
 
 
National Association of Female Executives, 2009 Women of Excellence Awards 
 
Elizabeth Davis- Service to New York City 
http://www.nafe.com/web?service=direct/1/ViewAdvancedPortalPage/PortalBlocks/dlink
Article&sp=S2735&sp=3995 
 
 
Emergency Management, National Security, Special Needs and Other Associated 
Disciplines Facebook Pages 
 
National Security Agency 
http://www.facebook.com/NSACareers?ref=nf&v=wall 
 
Paws Giving Independence NFP 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Paws-Giving-Independence-
NFP/201538453550?ref=nf&v=wall 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
http://www.facebook.com/usnoaagov?ref=nf 
 
Big Medicine 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5025464595&ref=mf 
 
Med 8 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Worth-TX/Med-8/114596637490?ref=nf&v=wall 
 
 
FEMA's Revised NIMS ICS Forms Booklet Comments Requested 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is requesting public comments 
on revisions to the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Incident Command 
System (ICS) Forms Booklet, FEMA 502-2.  
 
The ICS Forms Booklet was developed to assist emergency response personnel in the 
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use of ICS and corresponding documentation during incident operations.   Comments 
are due by Jan. 11, 2010. 
¶ Federal Register Notice  
¶ Download forms (PDF) for review.  

 
 
Executive Order -- Medical Countermeasures Following a Biological Attack 
 
December 30, 2009 
 
ESTABLISHING FEDERAL CAPABILITY FOR THE TIMELY PROVISION OF 
MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES FOLLOWING A BIOLOGICAL ATTACK 
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
 
Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States to plan and prepare for the timely 
provision of medical countermeasures to the American people in the event of a biological 
attack in the United States through a rapid Federal response in coordination with State, 
local, territorial, and tribal governments. 
 
This policy would seek to: (1) mitigate illness and prevent death; (2) sustain critical 
infrastructure; and (3) complement and supplement State, local, territorial, and tribal 
government medical countermeasure distribution capacity. 
 
Sec. 2. United States Postal Service Delivery of Medical Countermeasures. (a) The U.S. 
Postal Service has the capacity for rapid residential delivery of medical countermeasures 
for self administration across all communities in the United States. The Federal 
Government shall pursue a national U.S. Postal Service medical countermeasures 
dispensing model to respond to a large-scale biological attack. 
 
(b) The Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Homeland Security, in 
coordination with the U.S. Postal Service, within 180 days of the date of this order, shall 
establish a national U.S. Postal Service medical countermeasures dispensing model for 
U.S. cities to respond to a large-scale biological attack, with anthrax as the primary 
threat consideration. 
 
(c) In support of the national U.S. Postal Service model, the Secretaries of Homeland 
Security, Health and Human Services, and Defense, and the Attorney General, in 
coordination with the U.S. Postal Service, and in consultation with State and local public 
health, emergency management, and law enforcement officials, within 180 days of 
the date of this order, shall develop an accompanying plan for supplementing local law 
enforcement personnel, as necessary and appropriate, with local Federal law 
enforcement, as well as other appropriate personnel, to escort U.S. Postal workers 
delivering medical countermeasures. 
 
Sec. 3. Federal Rapid Response. (a) The Federal Government must develop the 
capacity to anticipate and immediately supplement the capabilities of affected 
jurisdictions to rapidly distribute medical countermeasures following a biological attack. 
Implementation of a Federal strategy to rapidly dispense medical countermeasures 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9-29937.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9-29937.htm
http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#docketDetail?R=FEMA-2009-0013
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requires establishment of a Federal rapid response capability. 
 
(b) The Secretaries of Homeland Security and Health and Human Services, in 
coordination with the Secretary of Defense, within 90 days of the date of this order, shall 
develop a concept of operations and establish requirements for a Federal rapid 
response to dispense medical countermeasures to an affected population following a 
large-scale biological attack. 
 
Sec. 4. Continuity of Operations. (a) The Federal Government must establish 
mechanisms for the provision of medical countermeasures to personnel performing 
mission essential functions to ensure that mission-essential functions of Federal 
agencies continue to be performed following a biological attack. 
 
(b) The Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Homeland Security, within 180 
days of the date of this order, shall develop a plan for the provision of medical 
countermeasures to ensure that mission-essential functions of executive branch 
departments and agencies continue to be performed following a large-scale biological 
attack. 
 
Sec. 5. General Provisions. 
 
(a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
 
(i) authority granted by law to a department or agency, or the head thereof; or 
(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 
 
(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or 
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
December 30, 2009. 
 
 
Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness and Individuals 
with Disabilities, November/December 2009 Updates 
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DELIVERS PRESENTATION AT THE WORLD CONGRESS AND 

EXPO ON DISABILITIES 
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Faith McCormick, Acting Commissioner, Administration on Developmental Disabilities, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), delivered a presentation to more 
than 150 people at the World Congress and Expo on Disabilities in Jacksonville, Florida, 
on November 19, 2009. The HHS Administration on Children and Families, Office of 
Human Services Emergency Preparedness and Response; the National Commission on 
Children and Disasters; the Federal Emergency Management Agency; and the Florida 
Developmental Disabilities Network contributed information to the presentation on how 
to prepare for emergencies. HHS distributed a take-home form to help families record 
key information on loved ones with disabilities and children with any needs for their 
personal preparedness planning. FEMA Children‘s Activity books and a special 
preparedness guide developed for Florida residents, but adaptable to any location, was 
also offered.  
 
To view the presentation, go to 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add/adddocs/Disaster_Preparedness.ppt; a text only 
version of the PowerPoint presentation is available at: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add/adddocs/Disaster_Preparedness.doc. 
 
STAY INFORMED ABOUT INFLUENZA 
Flu.gov, a website managed by HHS, provides comprehensive government-wide 
information on seasonal, H1N1 (swine), H5N1 (bird), and pandemic influenza for the 
general public, health and emergency preparedness professionals, policy makers, 
government and business leaders, school systems, and local communities. Flu.gov has 
a page focused on H1N1 influenza guidance for persons with disabilities and offers links 
to detailed information on a variety of chronic medical conditions ranging from asthma to 
diabetes. The site also supplies information for individuals who may be at increased risk 
for H1N1, including older adults, individuals with medical conditions, children, 
caretakers, and pregnant women. The page also contains general links to information on 
antiviral drugs, vaccination, and strategies to reduce the risk of flu infection. See: 
http://www.flu.gov/individualfamily/healthconditions/disabilities/index.html.   
 
 
Rick Tobinôs predictions for 2010 
 
2010 will be known as— 
 
The year of the volcano. There may be so many eruptions that a volcano will be featured 
as the ―Man of the Year‖ on Time Magazine. Expect the Mt. Mayon to be old news as 
Vesuvius, Etna, and various cones about the land surface go off including the 
Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, and in a host of sites in Indonesia. Alaska will have an 
explosive eruption, as well. This may set off some rumblings and worries as far away as 
Mr. Rainer. 
 
The beginning of serious outbreaks of previously ―tamed‖ diseases that are drug 
resistant, including new forms of HIV, tuberculosis, e-coli in food, staphylococcus, 
and…unfortunately, a monster influenza that H5N1 and H1N1 did not produce. Yes, the 
2010-2011 influenza season will be historical in scope. 
 
The energy breakthrough year, as finally not one, but three new energy sources are 
revealed. Two will be unavailable for several years for mass production, but one will be 
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on the market within nine months. This will help to stabilize oil prices and other 
commodity costs for a while. The U.S. will not be the leader in these discoveries. 
 
The fashion revolution as clothes take a surprising and radical new turn in both 
composition and design. This will stem from new materials applications coming from 
Silicon Valley and San Francisco. 
 
The year of the pet. Strict, almost unbearable taxes will be placed on pet ownership. 
This will create very heated feelings between the public and government. This is 
necessary to reduce the number of unwanted animals in pounds which are now at 
unprecedented high levels.  In addition, there will also be an inevitable increase in 
criminalization and prosecution of puppy and kitty mills and illegal animal imports.   The 
incursion of foreign species into our wildlife populations, and the threat it brings to our 
environment and food supplies, will make some illegal imports punishable by death. 
This, of course, raises the conflict of capital punishment for non-lethal crimes.  
 
Set backs for the NASA space programs. While the Martian probes continue to surprise, 
many of the other NASA programs take missteps, including a new problem on Hubble 
and a serious fire on the International Space Station. NASA may be completely 
reorganized and be renamed within three years. Part of the process will be the de-
militarization of NASA. 
 
The year when Osama bin Laden is captured—but not alive. U.S. Special Forces will 
finally find the cave in the Pushtar Valley Mountains so long denied to them. Pakistani 
troops will be given credit, but there will be no trial—how could there be with so many 
pieces? Terrorist attacks will rise in Europe, but not so much in the U.S. A surprise target 
will be Canadian cities. 
 
The year of the hurricane (and typhoon). Mother nature comes back with a fury after El 
Nino subsides—although tell that to the people of the Philippines after 2009. Looks like it 
could be pretty grim for the Gulf Coast and, surprisingly, the Eastern seaboard next year. 
 
The year of the heart attack. A very long list of famous men and women die from heart 
disease this year, raising again the issue of stress in Western culture. 
 
The year of the supplement. Everyone will be wondering what is happening to the world 
of vitamin, mineral and herbal supplements as a host of manufacturers are found to be 
just as shady in their operations and claims as traditional pharma producers. This will hit 
the supplement market especially hard and it helps justify the entry of the restrictive 
measures now used in the EU. At the same time, two well-known pharmaceutical drugs 
will be pulled from the U.S. market this year as class action suits reveal the true toll they 
have taken on millions who have taken them at Doctor‘s recommendations. 
 
The year of health insurance reform. The new health care bill will have unforeseen 
collateral damage as several leading insurance firms pull out of the market altogether, 
hospitals begin to fail financially, and the largest, single year of retirements occur in the 
field of medicine. Doctors become harder to find, and the nursing field is crippled. This 
begins a change in the methodology for opening the schools of medicine in the United 
States, and the methods of training medical professionals. Many with serious, 
devastating diseases will perish because of these changes. Expect this to be reflected in 
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a volatile response in the voting booth in 2010. 
 
The year of the FEMA reform. As natural hazards increase in ferocity in the U.S. (the 
spring floods in the Midwest and East, the fires in the drought worn West, the Hurricanes 
in the Gulf, and the shaking of the New Madrid) FEMA will go through a major face 
change that has been in the works for two years. The Stafford Act will be amended to 
change how public assistance is applied to communities that continued to build 
infrastructure without consideration to threats, and Individual Assistance will be modified 
so that Americans must show that they exceeded a personal ―rainy day fund‖ before they 
will get IA funding. The Rainy Day funding will be added as a tax deduction to the Tax 
Codes and will be based on an annual percentage of each individual/family‘s net 
income. It will not be applied, as a policy, to those on welfare, disability, or 
unemployment support. FEMA will also be renamed after 2010 and become a cabinet-
level agency with stronger ties to the DOD than to DHS. 
 
And finally, with any luck, the media and the mindless will be moved away from this 
totally outrageous forecast of the end of the world in December of 2012. People will 
finally get the picture of how this has been used to manipulate the public into fear and 
negativity, rather than dealing with the actual and frequent challenges that happen as 
part of life on this planet. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rick Tobin, TAO Emergency Management Consulting 
Author of Curse of the 8th Buddha 
Available at Amazon.com and at 
www.highhopepublishing.com 
 
 
AmeriCares 
A non-profit disaster relief and humanitarian aid organization, AmeriCares provides 
immediate response to emergency medical needs, as well as supporting long-term 
humanitarian assistance programs for all people around the world. AmeriCares works 
both nationally and internationally for disaster relief, and recently airlifted $1.2 million in 
supplies to Darfur. 
www.americares.org 
 
 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption 
The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption is a non-profit charity dedicated to 
increasing the adoption of the more than 150,000 children in North America's foster care 
system. The foundation's vision is that every child will have a permanent home and a 
loving family, and its mission is to dramatically increase the number of adoptions of 
waiting children in North America.  
www.davethomasfoundationforadoption.org 
 
 
Feeding America 
Did you know that one in four people in a soup kitchen line is a child? Feeding America 
(formerly America's Second Harvest) is the nation's largest charitable hunger-relief 
organization. It provides a network of more than 200 regional member food banks and 
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food-rescue programs and serves all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 
The America's Second Harvest Network secures and distributes nearly 2 billion pounds 
of donated food and grocery products annually.  
www.feedingamerica.org 
 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity International seeks to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness 
from the world, and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action. Habitat 
has built more than 200,000 houses around the world, providing more than 1,000,000 
people in more than 3,000 communities with safe, decent, affordable shelter. Habitat 
builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of the homeowner (partner) 
families and then sells the houses to partner families at no profit, financed with 
affordable, no-interest loans.  
www.habitat.org 
 
 
Humane Society of the United States 
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation's largest animal protection 
organization representing more than nine million members and constituents. The non-
profit organization is a mainstream voice for animals, with active programs in companion 
animals and equine protection, disaster preparedness and response, wildlife and habitat 
protection, animals in research and farm animal welfare.  
www.hsus.org 
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